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42 nam, hai theé hg,
hai 16i song cua ngudi viét luu vong

Pinh Tw Thirc

Tdi may man dudc doc hai tdc phdm cla hai cdy but tré gdc Viét cung
sOng tai My, mot nam mot n{, trudc khi sach xuat ban vao mua Xuan
nay, dang dip ky niém 42 ndm hang triéu ngudi Viét bat dau bo nudc ra
di. Qua do, dudc biét qua hai thé hé, ngudi Viét luu vong da chon hai I0i
s6ng hoan toan khac nhau.

TACSOE IO AREAK YOUR MEART AND MEaL 1"
Viet Thaad Movyen, Fdurse Proe smmmmg st of The b pastan
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Tac ph&m dau tién l1a The Best We Could Do (Piéu tét nhét ching téi ¢
thé lam) cla Thi Bui, mdt hdi ky bang tranh (Illustrated memoir), do
Abrams Comicarts, New York, xuat ban vao thang Ba 2017, day hon 300
trang.

Truyén bang tranh, xua nay vdn la mén giai tri danh cho nhi déng, la loai
truyén vui gia tudng. Thudng khong dudc coi la nhirng cong trinh nghiém
tlc chra dung nhitng su kién lich s dang tin cay.
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Khac véi thudng tinh, The Best We Could Do, tuy mang hinh thic truyén
tranh nhi déng, nhung cé ndi dung nghiém chinh, d&'ng dén hon ca nhiéu
sach su dudc viét cho ngudi I6n.

Trong khoang nura thé ky qua, nhiéu ngudi quan tam thudng ban khoan
vé mot tinh trang thiéu nhirng cudn sach cé ndi dung day du, dudc viét
mot cach trung thuc bdi nhitng ngdi but hoan toan vo tu vé Viét Nam, dé
giup gidi tré cé mot nhan thirc ro rét vé qua khit, vé nhirng gi da thuc su
xay ra tai dat nudc minh, hay qué huadng cili cua minh (dGi vdi gidi tré goc
Viét tai hai ngoai).

TU trudc téi nay, sach viét vé Viét Nam da cé kha nhiéu vé lugng, nhung
qua it nhirng cudn sach cé ndi dung dang tin cay.

Vé phia cac tac gia ngoai qudc, ndi chung, sach cua ho dudc viét than
trong, cdng phu, nhung khéng trdnh dudc nhitng khuyét diém dang tiéc.
V@i cac tac gia thudc gidi truyén théng tirng hanh nghé & Viét Nam, vi
ting gap khd khan tu phia cac vién chirc nha nuéc, trong khi dugc trong
vong tu phia d6i lap, va thi€u cd hoi ti€p xuc véi quan chidng, cai nhin cla
ho thudng cé thién kién rd rét: Ghét bo chinh quyén va coi thudng ngudi
dan. V@i cac tac gia tré sinh ra sau chién tranh VN, chi biét t&i VN qua
sach v3 va cac tai liéu giai mat, quan diém cua ho vé tu hon. Nhung vi
thi€u kinh nghiém séng cua nhitng ngudi trong cubc, cong trinh clda ho
nhiéu khi thi€u so6t nhitng nhan dinh sat thuc té.

Ngoai ra, quan trong hon |a hdu hét sach gido khoa tai cac nudc, ké ca
nhirng nudc cd nhiéu lién hé vai Viét Nam tu trudc, nhu My, Anh, Phap,
Uc... cling cé ndi dung thiéu v tu va trung thuc, & phan noi vé Viét Nam
qua nhirng bién c0 lich s vao hau ban thé ky 20. Ly do vi cac tac gia la
ngudi nudc ngoai, thi€u kinh nghiém séng va tai liéu xac thuc, cung vai
anh hudng cua phong trao phan chién thdi gian ho trudng thanh. biéu
nay, dang |& cong déng ngudi Viét ti nan Cong San nén coi la uu tién hang
dau trong no luc gép phan chinh stra, nhung thay vao dé, chi chu tam tdi
nhirng viéc nang vé hinh thic nhu treo cd, phu cg.

Gat ra ngoai loai sach lién hé tdi lich sir xudt ban trong nudc khdng thé tin
dudc, vi dudc soan thao theo dudng I6i va trong vong kiém duyét cua nha
nudc cong san. Mot s tdc phdm clia ngudi trong nudc xudt ban & nude
ngoai gan day, tuy thoat vong kiém duyét nhung thi€u bao quat. Nhitng
téc gid gbc Viét I18n tudi hién sdng & ngoai nudc, tirng séng trong bau
khong khi bi & nhiém bai cdc khuynh hudng chinh tri trdi ngugc, sach cua
ho thudng chi d€ tu bao chita, hay da kich ngudi khéc, hodc viét theo kéu
“mua gay vudn hoang”, khdng can dua vao bang chng rd rang. Hi€m hoi
13m mdi cé dugc moét tdc phdm nhu cubn A Story of Vietnam cla Trucng
Blu Lam, gido su huu tri vé mon s tai Unisersity of Hawaii, xuat ban
nam 2011. Tac gia khong goi la “A History of Vietnam” (Lich s{r Viét
Nam), c6 veé nang né, kh6 khan, ma chi goi la "Mét Cau Truyén Viét
Nam,” dé doc, nhung day du, trung thuc, khong phai truyén gia tudéng.



RUt cuc, gidi tré goc Viét 8 nudc ngoai, hay nhitng ai mudn cé mot khai
niém tong quat vé Viét Nam tu hoi BDé Nhi Thé Chién t&i nay, thi€u nhirng
tai liéu tham khao can ban khéng qua nang né€, gian di nhung trung thuc.

The Best We Could Do 1& mot trong nhitng céng trinh h&dp dan, nhu mot
mén &n tinh than bd dudng chon loc cé thé dap ’ng con ddi nay. Tac gia
la mét n&* nghé si, khéng viét hoi ky bang van xubi, ma md ta bang hinh
v&. Hang ngan hinh vé& sdc sdo vdi I6i chi thich ngdn gon d& lam cho
khan/do6c gia dé bi cudn hut vao ndi dung céu truyén cua mot gia dinh trai
qua nhiéu séng giod tu khi con & Viét Nam, cling nhu khi da dinh cu & My.
Cau truyén gia dinh dudc trinh bay trén cai nén (background) la tinh canh
VN trong thdi ky xao tron kéo dai ca ntra thé ky, khi€n ngudi xem/doc cé
dugc cai nhin khai quat tu thdi Phap thudc, téi khi dat nudc bi chia doi,
cubc di cu 1954, cudc chién Qudc Cong, gia dinh ly tan, cuéc bo nudc ra
di tr nam 1975... cho dén nhitng kho khan cla cubc séng naoi dat mai.
Tac gia moé ta lai nhirng gi minh trai qua khi con nho, thay va nhé nhitng
gi da sdy ra, nhung khéng hi€u rd can nguyén. Pé&n khi khén I6n mdi tim
hi€u trong hang chuc ndm, qua nhitng cdu hoi dat ra cho b6 me, ho hang,
ké ca cat cdng vé Viét Nam, di khdp nudc dé tim cdu tra 18i cho thdc méc
ctia minh. T4t nhién, ngudi xem/doc khdng thé kiém chi*ng dudc nhiing
chi tiét lién hé tdi gia dinh tac gia, nhung nhitng ngudi & I18p tudi bay tdm
chuc trg 1én cb thé thdy tinh hinh x& hdi va céc bién c6 quan trong da
dudc trinh bay mot cach kha day du va trung thuc.

Xin m& mot ddu ngodc & day dé ndi thém rang, vao thdi gian doc The
Best We Could Do cua Thi Bui, téi cling dugc doc mdt tdc phdm khac cung
loai, 1a cudn Such a Lovely Little War: Saigon 1961-63 (Mét cudc chién
nho that dé thuong) cua Marcelino Truong (dich bdi David Homel tur ti€ng
Phap Une Si Jolie Petite Guerre, xudt ban ¢ Phap nam 2012) do Arsenal
Pulp Press, Canada, phat hanh ndm 2016. Marcelino Truong, chang phai
ai xa la, chinh la chau gido su Truong Buru Lam.

Ciling véi hinh thic truyén tranh cho nhi ddng, dién ta cudc s6ng ctia mot
gia dinh trén nén chinh tri va xa hoi tai Saigon vao thai cudi cua Bé Nhat
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Cong Hoa (Ché do Ngo binh Diém). Cling vdi I6i vé di ddm cua tac gia, va
ghi lai dady da nhirng su kién quan trong kha trung thuc, nhung thgi gian
chi gigi han trong hai nam, tir 1961 dén 1963. Néu The Best We Could
Do la mén chinh thi Such a Lovely Little War la mon phu khéng nén thiéu
trong bira an can thiét cho gidi tré déi théng tin trung thuc vé lich s can
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dai Viét Nam.
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Trd lai dé tai chinh vé cudc séng cua ngudi Viét luu vong tai Hoa Ky, toi
mudén noi téi cubn The Refugees (Nhitng ngudi ti nan) cda Viét Thanh
Nguyén. Day |a mot tac gia tré gbc Viét ndi tié€ng, tirng doat giai Pulitzer
nam 2016 qua cudn ti€éu thuyét The Sympathizer (Cadm tinh vién). Viét
trudc The Sympathizer, nhung The Refugees dudc Grove Press xuat ban
sau, vao ngay 07 thang Hai nam 2017, diy 224 trang. Day |a mét tuyén
tdp, gobm chin truyén ngén, viét cho moi ngudi ti nan,  moi Nnai
(dedicated to "all refugees, everywhere." Mot trong nhirng truyén hay
nhat, co 18 1a truyén Fatherland (T6 Qudc) & cudi cung. Tac gia tuy rdi Viét
Nam khi con rat nhd, roi I6n Ién va trudng thanh & nudc ngoai, da I0t ta
dudc cai “can tinh” ciia nhiéu ngudi Viét, du con trong nudc hay & ngoai
nudc. Ngudi trong nudc phai gia doi dé séng con, ngoai nudc chang ai
chét doi, cling c6 “tao mé” vi ly do si dién. O day, toi chi dé cap tdi noi
dung cua truyén thl& ba, War Years (Nhitng nam chién tranh), khéng phai
la truyén hay nhat, nhung né mo ta ro nhat mot 16i séng cua ngudi Viét ti
nan trén dat My.

VGi Thi Bui, sau khi cd céng tim hi€u nhitng gi ban than va gia dinh minh
da trai qua trong vai ba ddi, & tudi b6n muai, tac gia nhin con trai mudi
tudi ctia minh, thdy né chdng con dinh dang gi t&i qué cii, hay chuyén
dudc thua trong qud khd. Khdng phai chi cé dong nudc thay déi lién tuc,
déat cling thay ddi khdng ngirng, va da thay déi qua nhiéu, chi mong con
c6 mét tuong lai hoan toan tu do cho chinh né. Hinh anh cudi cung, nhin
con trai vay vung trong nudc, vuén minh vé phia trudc, nhu con ca kinh
dugc phdéng sinh vao dai dudng, ngudi me chi con thay tuang lai.
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C4u truyén cua Viét Thanh Nguyén ghi lai mot cudc séng khac hdn cua
ngudi Viét ti nan. Khi vai “T6i” trong truyén méi mudi ba tudi, ngoai gid di
hoc phai giup d3 cha me cuc nhoc ki€m s6ng nhd mot clra hang thuc
phdm nho. Ban mdt hdp sup 18i 5 xu, mdt can (pound) thit heo I8i 10 xu,
10 cén gao I8i 25 xu. Nhung thinh thoang dén hen, cé ba tén Hoa tdi thu
tién dong gop cho quy chdng Cong (I'm collecting funds for the fight
against Communists). Ba doi 500 do.

Khi ba me tU chdi nop tién, ba Hoa I8n ti€éng ndi v8i moi ngudi cd mat
trong tiém: “Cac 6ng cac ba cé nghe ba ay ndi gi khong? Ba ay khong ung
ho chinh nghia. Néu ba dy khong phai la Cong San, ba dy cling nhu Céng
San. Néu quy vi téi mua hang & day, la quy vi dang giup Céng San”.

Ba Hoa tirc gian bo di, ba Me van cuong quyét ndi véi chdng con: “Chién
tranh da qua r6i. Khéng con danh ddm gi nira”. Ong B6 c6 vé thuc té€ han;
“Chién tranh cé thé da qua rdi, nhung tra mot chut tién bit miéng (hush
money) ¢ thé lam cho cudc séng cua minh dé chiu hon” (tr. 53). Cudi
cung, ba Me danh tim d&n nha ba Hoa vao budi t8i, xin ndp 200 db.
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Khdi dau tu thdang Tu nam 1975, c6 hang triéu ngudi Viét da bé nudc ra
di. Moi ngudi mét hoan canh, moi ngudi mét udc ma, véi muc dich chung
ra di tim tu do. BoGn mudi hai nam sau, moi ngudi chon tu do mot cach
khac nhau. Cé ngudi chon tu do thoat khoi su rang budc cua qua khi. Cé
ngudi cd gang lo cho ngudi & qué cli khdi tu day va dugc tu do ngdn luén,
trong khi tir xa van ddm, van gay dung nha tu vé hinh cho chinh minh, va
tu minh Iam vién chiic ki€ém duyét; déi khi, tu ddm nhiém ludn ca vai tro
quan toa.

DU 16i s6ng nao, van la tu do Iua chon.
Pinh Twr Thirc
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