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CHUONG 1

Toi liu riu trong chi€c sa rOng vang 6ng dnh,
bude vao van phong vién chic sd di tra My. Toi
biét mat minh tdi di dan dan, mau chuyén vé tim
chép chon khong déu nhip. Mt t6i nhin dan vao
ngudi dan Ong ngdi trude mat dang doc to trinh
cua ban so van vé ddi t6i. Khong ai biét tén that
cua ngudi nay, nhung ngudi Viét ty nan thuong
goi Ong ta bing biét danh Ga Pa. Ga Pa vang
danh tir trai NW82. Ong di bac nhiéu ca mau
Ita, tan nat dai ty nan; bdi mbi quyét dinh cua
ong trong tich tdc c¢6 thé dua ca tuong lai ngudi
khong con dit ding, khong con qué huong, di vé
vung ruc rd, hay ndi 4&m u tham cung. Trudc day
miy ngay, vao tuan 1€ thir nhat cua thang Ba,
bon thanh nién moO bung ty sat tap thé va chi
Thu Thuy, bin dinh 1 Sikew tu tir vi Ga Pa bac
don. Tuan 1€ thir hai cia thang Ba, m0t thanh
nién khac ddm xuyén dao tir bung qua lung ngay
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trudc mét ba dai dién Cao Uy Lién Hiép Qudc.
Ba hoang hét bo vé Bangkok. Ti€p d6, gan hai
tram thanh nién tuyét thuc doi quyén ty nan va
hom qua, mét dai dién sG di trd My ciing bo
ngang cOng tac phdng van bén khu mai no, vi cac
em bi bac khéc vang trudc van phong. Ngudi
phdng vdn ding day, ra di. Thong dich vién
kh6c, mOt ngan bon tram bon muoi ba tu nhan
Sikew vira dugc chuyén lén trai Panat Nikhom
nay lo ldng, hoi hop chd tGi phién minh.

To6i li€c nhanh t& trinh vé t6i. Trén mdt goc
bia méu vang, t6i thdy ré hang chir in ddm nét,
“Nguyén Thj Di€ém. P.6.” Tim t6i nhoi 1&n, do6i
chan nhu chon cing trén san nha, than kinh nhu
dong lai. Toi tu nghi, n€u nhu ba toi tir bang
Virginia, bén kia dai duong, biét tdi dang c6 mat
G noi nay, néu ba ndi téi khong chdi tir thi toi
dau phai ding vao hang P.6? C6 thé toi ¢ uu
tién P.3, P.2 hay wu tién déc biét nao khac khong
chimng.

Gi¢ day trudc mat vién chic sd di trd véi
canh tay xAm n6i nhimg con ga dang da 1an nhau
va d6i mit biéc xanh mau bién, vé mit lanh lung,
se sdt, cach ngin, cang tao thém cho t6i cdm gidc
au lo, bat dinh.

Ga P4 huéng mait 1én, ding thdng ddy, mim
moi, nghiém khic:

- Nguyén Thi Diém?

- Da.
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- C6 dua ban tay phai lén thé s€ khai that
trudc sd di tra dai dién b tu phdp My?

T6i do tay 1én, nhin Ga Pa khong chdp mit:

- T6i xin the.

Ga P4 ngdi xudng, chi chi€c gh€ trudc mat:

- Mdi ¢6 ngoi.

- Cam on 6ng.

Mg tap ho so, Ga Pé binh than:

- Co tir trai Sikew dén?

- Vang, thua Ong.

- C6 ngudi nudc nao?

- Viét Nam.

- CO nai lai?

- Viét Nam, thua 6ng.

- C6 sinh ¢ mién Bic hay mién Nam?

- Mién Nam.

Ga P4 thoan thodt ngdn tay sodt lai ho so,
roi it ra td béo, dua thing vé phia toi:

- CO biét day la ai khong?

- Da biét, bao Monterey Peninsula Herald &
Cali.

- Hinh trén bai bao nay la hinh ai?

- Hinh t6i, thua 6ng.

Ga P4 trung mit:

- Khong giéng co.

T6i binh than:

- Hinh t6i chup & Sikew ngay mdi dén.

Ong cii xu6ng, nhin lai tAim hinh, doc vai chi
ti€t, roi mim cudi, nu cudi khé hiéu:
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- C6 mau 16n nhi.

Ro6i 6ng gan giong:

- Trong nay c6 noi, me cO, Nguyén Thi
Phuong Mai dang bi tu & Viét Nam; ba cd, John
Patton, linh My khong lién lac dugce; ba nodi cod
chdi tir. Nhung c6 lai néi uéc vong 16n nhit cia
dadi ¢6 la thdy qué huong ba c6. Ba c6 1a ai? Co
dung la Patton, linh My G.I. hay mét ngudi nao
khac?

Toi lan tay trong chi€c tdi vai, rit ra tdm
khan théu cia me, nang niu, thanh khén:

- Thua 6ng, day la ky vit duy nhat con lai cia
tOi sau nhing ngay trén bién. Toi da quin chiéc
khan nay vao cG tay trong suSt cudc hanh trinh.
Tam khan me trao cho t6i vao ngay lén dudng,
d€ t0i ¢4 thé lién lac dugce vdi ba toi.

Ga Pd li€c mat nhin nhiing hang chi dd me
théu gitra tdm khan mau trdng, nhung vi thdm
nude mudi bién da lau, tdim khan gig day da nga
mau xdm nhat va nhtrng hang chir théu tén, dia
chi ba t6i cing bit vé thdm tuoi. Ong nga lung
vé phia sau, chim rai:

- TOi s€ trd lai van dé giong giéng nay sau,
nhung béy gio ¢6 phai thit binh tinh, tra 13i cho
toi o, 1y do gi ¢6 bd Viét Nam ra di?

Trudgec mdt t6i dong dua cd mot trai Viét
Nam tan v@, khéi Itra, chi€én chinh, han thu
chong chat. Toi nghen ngao:

- Nhuc nha. Téi bi nhuc nha hang chuc nam
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nay, tir ngay ba tdi bo toi di mat.

Ga Pa nghiém sidc mat:

- Nhuc nha. C6 bi nhuc nha nhu thé€ nao?

- T6i bi nhuc nha vi mau da t6i, mau toc va
mau mét toi.

- Ai lam gi da c6? Ai lam gi médt c6?

To6i phén giai:

- Bi€t bao lan ngudi ta nhin dim dam vao
mit toi, ndm toc toi gidt giat xua dudi, “My con,
di di! DBi theo bd may di! Do di!”

Ga DPa van binh than khong chit xao dong,
nhin tip ho so:

- T6i van khong tin dugc nhing 1di ¢6 noi.
T6i ¢6 cam tudng nhu nghe mdt chuyén phong
than. Thé€ ky 20 nay ma sao lai c¢6 chuyén ky thi
sO sang nhu thé€. Hon nita, ¢ Viét Nam dau phai
chi ¢6 ¢6 1a ngudi duy nhit ¢6 hinh dang nhu c6
mo ta dau? Thoi, c6 Diém oi, binh tinh lai, hay
noi that cho t6i r6, dimg dung chuyén hoang
duong.

Ngudi t6i nong ran 1én nhu cé Itra dot:

- T6i chéng ¢ gi d€ phéi dyng chuyén. T6i
chi mdi du ngon tir d€ néi cho 6ng ré mot phan
su that. Sy thit con hanh ha t6i gdp tram [an,
thua Ong.

Anh mit Ga P sic lén:

- Co hdy chon trong tram lan dy nhing su
kién cu thé, ni cho toi nghe; d€ tdi c6 thé tin co
dugce. Toi sdn sang danh cho c6 ca mot ngay, ca
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mot tudn néu can, d€ co thuyét minh, d€ t6i chap
thuén cho c6 vao My.

To6i budbng xudi do6i tay, giong tdi chung
xudng:

- Tin hay khong la quyén ¢ 6ng. Téi khong cé
gidly t0 gi chimg minh nhing diéu t6i ndi, nhung
thi€t nghi sy ¢ mit cua tdi trude vin phong sd
di tri nay, Nguyén Thi Diém, con nhd hai giong
mau dang ngdi trudc mat 6ng day 1a cu thé, 1a sy
kién, chir con gi nira, thua 6ng?

Ga Pa xoe rong ban tay chém ngang tap ho
SO

- Hai giong mau. C6 gi ching té ¢6 hai giong
mau?

To6i udt 1én:

- Pay, 6ng coi trong hd so, bac si Tadar
trudng phdi bd y t&€ Nhat tai Sikew ching nhéin
toi thudc sic dan da vang va da trdng. Ca trai
Sikew goi t6i la My lai. Ba t6i, John  Patton,
ngudi linh My G.I. theo doan quan cua tudng
Westmoreland ngay nao.

Roi toi ding day, khoc néc 1én. To6i hdt tung
mai téc mau nau hat dé cia t6i x6a ra phia
trudc:

- Pay, ong coi, da toi nhat, téc t6i niu, mit
tOi ndu; ai 1a ngudi da khai sinh ra toi, ai dua toi
vao ddi, néu khong phai la ngudi linh My G.L
cua doan quan tudng Westmoreland da c6 Ian
chung chan g6i véi me t6i?
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Ga Pa van khong chit xao dong, 1at Gp ban
tay, ra ddu cho toi ngoi xudng:

- T6c nau, mdt ndu va mau da nhat, thi€u gi
nhing c¢d gai Viét Nam c6 nhidng dic tinh 4y,
dau phai mét minh c6. Nguyén Thi Diém, ¢6 can
ching minh cho tdi bang gidy td, bing phap Iy,
chir khong phdi bing xic cam tdm thudng cia
ngudi con gai phuong dong. Khong, chuyén dai
khong dé nhu thé. D6i véi My, luat la luat, thua
tuc la thu tuc, phap ly la phép ly. Gidy khai sinh
c6 dau? Khong cé. Gidy to bao lanh cua than
nhdn bén My dau? Khong c6. Co6 ndi ba co la
linh My G.I, nguai dy dau? C6 néi khong lién
lac dugce. Thé ching toi 1dy gi d€ quyét dinh day?
Co6 khong ¢6 uu tién nao cd; téi vAn khong nim
dugce trong tay mdt bing ching cu thé nao dé
ddm cam but vi€t 1én td trinh nay cho sd di tra
rang cd la ngudi con gai hai giong mau My Viét
Nam. Lam sao t6i di can ban ti€p tuc phong van
¢d, ¢6 Diém? Tai liéu ¢ trude mat tdi chi 1a mot
bai ludn van co vi€t trén ghé nha trudng, gdi ra
Bangkok du gidi vdn chuong va td Monterey
Peninsula Herald nay ddy dang lai, nao cé gia tri
gi trude phép ly Hoa Ky. C6 hiéu t6i mu6n néi gi
khong c6 Diém?

To6i nhu mudn chét lang di, dau 6c toi quay
cudng nhing hinh anh thuyén nhan, bién ca, Viét
Nam, ngudi luu lac, ké luu day va hinh anh doan
ngudi tay cam guom gido ding dan ra trén bd
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