Hanh Trang va Ly Twéong

Loi n6i dau: Roi Viét Nam sang Uc khi con dang hoc 16p 2, ¢é Trén Kiéu Ngoc da
dé lai nhiing cdm xtc that sdu dam trong Iong moi ngudi qua bai néi chuyén that sau
séc - "Hanh Trang va Ly Tudéng", trong budi Lé Gié Cé GS Nguyén Ngoc Huy lan thi
25 tai Trung TAm Sinh Hoat Céng Bdng Nguoi Viét Tw Do NSW/Uc Chéau. Bé chia
sé réng hon dén céc ban tré Viét Nam khap noi, cé Kiéu Ngoc da chuyén bai néi
chuyén sang tiéng Anh. Cadu mong dai gia dinh Viét Nam chung ta hda chung nhip
dap wéc mo cho mét Viét Nam tuoi séng va déan chd. Mong 13m thay!
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Teresa Tran Kiéu Ngoc: Hanh Trang va Ly Tuong

Hanh Trang va Ly Twéng

Con xin kinh chao tat ca quy 6ng ba va tat ca anh chj em.

HAm nay con xin chia sé vé chu dé ‘Hanh trang va ly twéng’. Day 1a bai néi chuyén
ma mot cach dac biét con mudn néi véi cac ban tré. Con xin phép 6ng ba, cé chu
bac, anh chj kién nhan I&ng nghe hét tam tinh ctia con, vi nhirng gi con sap néi day
c6 thé khéng cé gi 1a mai la ca. Con chi mudn dwoc nhéc lai véi cac ban tré trong
ngay hém nay. Dé bat diu, con xin dwgc danh chut it thoi gian dé ké vé hanh trinh
tr& vé& qué hwong va tim on goi trong cudc di con nhu thé nao.

Con r&i Viét Nam sang Uc khi con con dang hoc I&p 2. Déi véi nguoi lon thye sy
ma néi, ho phai lo toan v&i muén van khé khan dé lam lai tlr dau trén dat khach qué
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ngwdi. Nhwng véi mét dira tré nhw con Iic bay gidr thi chi budn nhét vi khéng con
dwoc nghe va nhin thdy mat chi tiéng Viét khi dén trwong niva. Vi vay, ngay ngay
sau khi tan trwdng, con 16i b6 mé mam dén mét thw vién cdng cong dé tim sach
tiéng Viét ma doc. Vao dau thap nién 90, sach vé& Viét Nam Itc bay gid con rat khan
hiém. Khéng cé sach thiéu nhi véi nhivng hinh &nh va mau séc 16ng 1ay nhw bay gio!
Nhwng chi can 14t qua nhirng trang sach trong quyén sach day cdm véi nhirng hang
chi¥ quen thudc va cac dau thanh s&c huyén héi nga néng la con cadm thay hanh
phuc 1dm réi!

R&i thoi gian cir dan trdi di ... Nhirng 1&i van 16t ta vé qué hwong, vé cudc sbng, vé
con ngwdi VN cltia nhitng nha van trong Ty Lwc Van Doan nhw Khai Hung, Nhat
Linh... cling nhw nhixng van tho u uan cia ba Huyén Thanh Quan cang ngay cang
th4m vao tri ndo cia con khién con luén nghi vé qué hwong Viét Nam. Con rat muén
biét hinh &nh clGa dat nwdc Viét Nam that sy nhw thé nao ma vi chi cé6 mét thoi gian
ngan ngui 1a bay nam dwoc sbng & qué nha nén con chwa mét 1an cdm nghiém
duwoc hét vé dep clia qué huwong minh. Vao ndm cudi cung cla béac dai hoc, con
quyét tam tim hiéu on goi di tu. L& di nhién, néu dan than phuc vu va sdng doi tan
hién, con s& khéng chon noi ndo khac hon la dwoc phuc vu trén chinh qué huwong
minh.

Con da chon tap sw tai Dong Tu Phaold, thanh phd Pleiku. Hanh trang con mang
theo cho chuyén di chi vén ven c6 mot ¢b chudi hat man céi d& con cau xin Chaa
cho con ¢é dwoc sy binh an cung véi mét bire hinh ctia me con lam niém an Gi khi
con budn va nhé me va vai bd quan 4o ma con mang theo. Sau gan hai ngay hanh
trinh, vao mét budi tbi mua déng, con ciing tim dwoc noi con mubn dén. Nha dong
nam thoai thoai trén mot swon d6i tho méng va chim dédm trong swong mu ldc vé
dém.

Phai néi, chuyén di Pleiku nhw [a mét dinh ménh lam thay déi thai dd séng va cudc
ddi ctia con. Cé ba trai nghiém ma con ludn ghi khéc trong long. Trai nghiém thiy
nhat Ia hiu nhw vao méi dém, con déu nghe vang vang tiéng khoc dau dén clia cac
tré& moé coi, khuyét tat. Cé nhirng em bam sinh da bi di dang, mu 16a va bét toai, cd
em vira mu |an ca bét toai. Tiéng khdc cla tré hoa lan véi tiéng thé dai cla cac
maseour lam con khéng sao ngtl dwoc. Viét Nam qua la mét dat nwéc ca ngay
I4n dém déu chim dam trong dau khé!

Trai nghiém th(v hai cGa con la budi téi trwdc ngay khéi hanh vao rirng tham lang
phong cui, con da thirc subt dém, mét trdng da vi muwdng twong dén cai chét tham
thwong ctia minh sau khi bj lay bénh cui. N6i s¢ hai d6 bao trum 14y con subt dém



va luén ca budi sang, subt chang dworng dai may tiéng déng hé cho dén khi con
dlrng trwdc mat nhirng ngwdi cli. Hinh anh cda nhirng thanh nién, cu gia vay tay
chao dén, ban tay ngén con ngén mét véi nhivtng anh mat con chut hy vong xét xa
cla nhirng tré em sinh ra va I&n 1én trong lang phong cui nhay Ién reo mirng vi co
nguoi la dén tham. Moi so hai vé cai chét bdng chdc déu tan bién trong con. Con
nhan ra tinh yéu manh hon 1a sw so hai vé cai chét. Tinh yéu chién thang, vwot xa
va bo mac s¢ hai sau lwng.

Trai nghiém th& ba 1am con nhé nhiéu nhat, d6 l1a hau nhw di dén dau con ciing thay
ngwdi ta hay néi déi. Gia tré, I&n bé ai ciing biét néi dbi. Gap ai cé thé tin dwoc, con
déu van hai ho, tai sao & day nguwdi ta thich néi déi nhw vay. Nhwng cai khé nhat 1a
minh da bj Itra ma van cam thay x6t xa va thwong ho vé cung! Minh khoéng thé
bd quén ho dwoc. Va néu bd méc ho, con cho dé la mét trong toi dbi voi td qubc. Du
trai nghiém do6 cé xau xa di chang nira, né van lai la mét sw nhac nhé giup con nhé
dén thwe trang toi té clia dat nwé'c minh ngay nay. Thuc trang d6 dang khat khao
ch®& mong chung ta biét yéu thwong, doai hoai nhin dén dé cé sw dbi thay.

Bay gi® nhin lai, con nhan ra hai diéu quan trong trong cudc séng. D6 1a chuan bi
hanh trang cho cudc hanh trinh séng c6 ly twéng. Doi séng con ngudi [a mot
cudc hanh trinh. Chang ta can cé ly twéng séng dé gép phan vao viéc xay dwng,
phat trién cho sy trwdng tdn clia dat nwéc cling nhw nhan loai. Cudc sbng khéng
dinh hwéng, khéng muc dich, 1a mét cude sdng budn t&, vo vong. Day la mot cude
sbng di ngwoc véi dinh luat tw nhién vi con ngudi von sinh ra |a phai cé hy vong dé
sinh tén va phat trién.

Song, c6 ly twédng ma khéng cé sy chuan bi, suy tinh kj cang dé dat t&i muc dich thi
ciing khéng khac gi 1a chuyén mo méng hdo huyén ma théi. Con nhé, Chién siVé
Dai Tén da tirng noi: “Toi ¢6 thé an nira chirng, udng nira chirng, ngu nira
chirng nhwng t6i khong thé tranh dau nira v&i”. Chung ta khong thé chi bé ra
chat it cdng strc ma doi hdi nhan lai mot két qua than ky. Chung ta phai c6 sy chuan
bi hanh trang can thiét cho mét cudc hanh trinh day cam go dé di t&i dich. Hanh
trang con mudn noi & day 1a tw twéng, tw duy, 1& cach chon lwa va thai dd hanh xir
ctia minh. Ly twédng cling nhw niém mo wéc clia chang ta phai thwe sw hinh thanh
trong tw twdng, trong s mong mudn chay béng ctia ching ta trwdc khi bién thanh
hién thirc qua hanh dong. Moi viéc chung ta lam ngay hém nay déu co sy anh
hwéng nhét dinh dén twong lai. Vi vay chang ta phai cé sw chuan bij tw twéng, 1ap
trwong va muc dich ré rang ngay hém nay.

Chéc hén tat cd moi ngwdi hién dién noi day, dai gia dinh ctia con déu cé chung



niém khat khao, wéc mo nhin thay qué huwong Viét Nam cé dwoc dan chi va tw do.
Néu moét ngay dat nwéc minh that sy ¢ tw do dan chi, con nguyén xin bd tat ca,
néu co thé, con s& cam cubc cling véi ngudi dan minh, tréng nhivng hat lGa méi trén
dat nwéc thanh binh clia chang ta.

Nhan dip ky niém 40 ndm ngudi Viét réi bd qué hwong di tim tw do, dé trung dan
thém vé hanh trang tw twéng, con xin chia sé mét vai suy nghi ca nhan, ma theo
con, néu chung ta khong kip thoi xét lai, né sé can buwdc trong cudéc hanh trinh tim tw
do cho dat nwéc Viet Nam.

O'n nghia va sirc manh that sw

Trwdc hét con mudn néi vé chuyén on nghia va strc manh that sw. O’ day con khéng
noi vé céng on clia nhirng bac tién nhan, ctia éng ba, cha me va cta nhitng ngudi
da hy sinh ca cudc doi cho ching con c6 dwoc ngay hém nay, dé dwoc hwéng tw do
va biét bao nhiéu quyén loi cling nhw sdng hanh phuc trén dat nwéc Uc. On nghia
do subt doi chung con khdng quén va ching con ciing sé khdng bao gid tra hét. Vi
ngay nao con mang on thi ngay ay thé hé cao nién va thé hé tré chiung con con yéu
thwong nhau, con két chat, con gan bd, con chung strc dé di subt chang dwdng dau
tranh con lai cho ty do Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, cé mét mén ng on nghia khac ma theo
con, chung ta can phai thanh toan song phang. Bé la mén no nwéc Uc da tiép nhan
va “cu mang” ching ta trong sudt 40 ndm qua.

Brc tinh nhé on cta ngwoi Viét la mét dire tinh cao dep va chung ta khéng pha
nhan viéc dé cao van dé dén dap on nghia. B6n mwoi ndm rdi, hdu nhw hé cé dip, la
chdng ta luén nhac dén chuyén minh mang on nwéc Uc. Chung ta luén nhac dén 14
vi trén thuc té, ching ta chwa bao gi¢ trd hét mén no' d6. Than phan cla ngu i tho
on luc ndo cling & thé yéu kém, can sy giup d&, khdng bao gi& ngang hang dwoc
v&i nhitng ngwdi da ra on gitp minh. Vi cdn mang on qua nhiéu, nén chung ta van
chuwa that sw c6 strc manh va anh hwéng trén dat nwéc nay. Déi véi con, cach tra
on hay nhét cho nwéc Uc la bang chinh thanh céng né lwc cha ching ta, ddng gop
vao cac vai trd 1anh dao, kinh té, truyén théng, chinh tri Uc. Chi khi nao ching ta c6
nhirng déng gop 1&n lao, ching ta ndm quyén chi phdi strc manh thwong mai, tai
chinh, céng nghé thi ltc bay gi® ching ta méi that sw dwoc né trong. Luc qua song,
thuyén 1a th ta cAn nhwng khi da 1én bé, chung ta phai bd né lai, chung ta khéng
thé do6i thuyén lén dau ma tiép tuc 1&n duwdng. Néu khéng, con thuyén sé tré thanh
ganh nang cho chung ta. Ciing nhw thé, khi ching ta hoan nan, nwéc Uc gitp ching
ta, chiing ta can trd on cho xong, néu khéng, viéc mang on dé sé |a mdi tré ngai I6n
cho viéc tao nén stc manh va tdm anh hudng that sw ctia ngudi Viét trén dat nuwéc



nay.

Con xin lay vi du vé dan téc Do Thai. Dan téc Do Thai la dan téc c6 ban nang sinh
tdn manh mé. Ho sbng Iwu vong subt 2000 nam, bi cac dan téc khac ap birc, béc 16t
nhwng ho van ton tai, phat trién va dat dwoc nhirng thanh twu I&n ca thé gisi phai
kinh né. Nhw Albert Einstein, nguwdi dat gidi Nobel ndm 1921 cho nhirng déng goép
clia 6ng vé vat ly hodc gan gii nhat Ia Frank Lowy & Uc, mét trong nhirng nha ty phu
giau nhat nuwéc Uc véi tong tai san hién nay la khoang $7.5 ty Uc. Chua ké dén rat
nhiéu nguwdi Do Thai ndm céac chive vy Idnh dao trong cac ngan hang 16n trén thé
gi®i. Ho hda nhap vao xa hdi mai, ho lao déng, ho thanh cong va khi cé anh hwéng
I&n trong xa hoi, ho dd kha nang thay déi méi truérng xa hdi dé theo cach thirc ho
mong muén.

Nwéc Uc va cac nuwdc giau manh trén thé gi¢i bat budc phai dat quyén loi ctia ho
trwdc chuyén bao vé hay twong tro ching ta. Hién gi, nwéc Uc cho minh rat nhiéu
thir, tr viéc cho tién dé chung ta mua, mwén tru sé, phat trién cac dich vu an sinh xa
héi trong cong ddng Viét Nam. Day 1a quyén lgi clia ho va ciling 1a quyén lgi cla
minh. Hai quyén lgi di chung v&i nhau thi rat d&. Nhung néu quyén loi ciia mét VN
tw do dan chu di nguoc lai véi quyén loi ctia nwéc Uc thi liéu ho ¢6 con hd tro minh
nira hay khéng?

M6t vi du vé viéc xay cat twong dai chién si Uc Viét tai tiéu bang Nam Uc vao nam
2004. Twong dai chién s Uc Viét [a mot hinh thtrc nhic nhé sw kién nhirng ngu i
linh d@dng minh Uc trwéc day da cung sat canh tranh du véi nhirtng nguei linh Viét
Nam Céng Hoa. Twong Dai ciing 1a mot cach dé ghi nhan sy déng gop clia nguoi
Viét tai Nam Uc. Lan d6, chinh phu Lién Bang khéng ting hé viéc lam nay. Ho ciing
khéng cho tién ching ta xay cét twong dai. Ho bi ap lwc tr phia chinh quyén Céng
San Viét Nam. Rat may luc do, chinh phtit Nam Uc Ging hé ching ta, ho da gitp cho
minh mét khoang dét tai trung tdm thanh phé Adelaide, tt ca phan con lai la do
ching ta tw b tién tai may trdm ngan ra dé xay. Chuing ta con sé tiép tuc lam dwoc
va lam hon thé niva! Chung ta phai luén tw dat cau hdi: Néu nuwéc Uc b roi minh,
cat gidm hét moi chi phi, minh ¢c6 séng dwoc khéng? Tim hiéu mét trong nhirng
nguyén nhan khién mién Nam Viét Nam Céng Hoa sup dé nam 1975 cho con ¢
cam twédng, ching ta thua vi hau nhw ching ta thiéu strc manh that sy, ching ta
thiéu sw doan két trong tw twéng. Khi cac déng minh ngirng cung cép vi khi, linh
vién trg, chung ta thua cudc, chung ta tro troi mét minh. Ngudi My khéc 16c thwong
tiéc cho ndm muwoi may ngan linh My ctia ho nhwng khéng biét ho co that sw x6t xa
dau budn cho méy triéu ngudi dan Viét Nam ciia minh khéng? Chung ta khéng thé
qua tin twéng vao bt clr sw giup d& ndo tlr bén ngoai ma quén di sirc manh cla



toan dan Viét Nam, vi d6 m&i chinh la strc manh that sy cla ching ta.
Lam chinh tri — Tham chinh va lap trwé&ng chinh tri

C6 mét tu twdng niva ma con mudn chia sé. Phai néi, day 13 1&i tha tdi ctia con vi
trong quéa kh(r con da vap pham. Hbi dé, néu c6 ai hdi con cé lam hay biét gi vé
chinh tri khéng? Con phan (ng rat nhanh khéng can suy nghi: “Khéng, chau khéng
lam chinh tri, chau khéng biét gi vé chinh tri hét”. Lac doé con rat tw hao 1a minh d&
tra 101 cau n6i mot cach khén ngoan, minh gitr dwoc thai dé trung 1ap, khdng dang
phai, qua an toan cho ban than. Bay gi& nhin lai, con m&i nhan ra dé méi chinh la
mot cau trd I&i chinh tri, mot cau tra 1o ich ky, chi nghi dén sw cau an cho ban than.
Tw twdng cla con luc by gier khéng khac gi 1a nghodnh mét lam ngo, chéi bd quyén
loi ctia dan tdc, vong on ca véi dat nwdc minh dang sbng, noi con da huéng biét
bao quyén loi ctia mét thé ché chinh trj tét dep. L&i ndi va thai dd d6 khdng khac gi
phé mac va dem hai tay dang hién dan tdc, dat nwdc cho nhirng ké xau. Nhw ¢cb
muc sw Martin Luther King d tirng néi: “Thé gi6i phai chim d&m trong dau khé
khéng phai vi ti ac cia nhirng ké xau, ma la vi sy im lang cla nhirng ngudi tot” .

Sau nay con tim dwoc dinh nghia cla hai t& chinh tri ma con rat tam dac: “Chinh tri
la nghé thuét vuon téi 1anh dao dén tdc, xay dung, cling cd va phat trién dat nudc,
mang lai su tét dep cho quéc gia dén tdc. Thé ché chinh tri ciia mét quéc gia dinh
doat s6 phan hién tai va chi phdi ca tuong lai cia mot quéc gia, trong dé cé quyén
loi thiét thure clia ngudi dan sbng trong quéc gia dé. Vay c6 nghia la néu ngudi dén
khéng quan tdm dén chinh tri, tire la nguoi dan tw phé méc sé phan ctia minh cho
nha cdm quyén mudn lam gi thi lam, ph6 m&c moi sai Iam, &p birc, bat céng, ké ca
sw si nhuc ctr &p dat 1én doi séng hém nay va tuong lai ctia minh va cta cd mot dan
téc.”

Vay, chinh tri 1a mét diéu cao quy, dang dwoc ching ta tw hao dan than vao viéc lam
chinh nghia nay. Con xin man phép giai thich thém hai chi¥ chinh tri v&i cac ban tré:
chinh tri cé hai hinh thirc khac nhau. Mét la tham chinh, hai la l1ap trwdng chinh tri.
Vi du nhu cac ban tich cwc tham gia vao mét dang phai chinh tri nao dé ma cac ban
thich, hodc tré thanh bd trwdng, dan biéu, thwong nghi si ... thi goi la tham chinh.
Tuy nhién, néu cac ban mubdn tré thanh béc si, ky s hay bat c&» nganh nghé nao
khac va khéng thich tham chinh thi cling khéng sao, nhung cac ban khéng thé
khéng c6 tw twéng, suy nghi hay quan diém chinh tri. Khi cac ban di bau ci, biét
phan biét ding sai vé cac dwdng 16i chinh sach ctia dét nwdc, biét phé binh hay dé
va it nhiéu quan tam dén tinh trang dat nwdc thi d6 la co 1ap truwéng chinh tri. Vé tinh
hinh Viét Nam, chung ta da biét Cong San la xAu, 1a ac, la gid dbi nhwng khi ai hdi



t&i, chung ta khéng néi dwoc it nhat hai chi ‘gia déi’ d6i véi Cong San Viét Nam thi
chuing ta phai can tw xét lai. Néu ngwoi ngoai qudc nhin vao hang tram, hang ngan
nguwoi Viét Nam tra 16i nhw con trwéc day thi chinh nghia clia ching ta nam & dau?
Chung ta 13 ai? Ai sé sdng chét cho qué hwong Viét Nam thay chung ta?

Chung ta dirng danh gia thap thai do hay viéc lam cta ching ta. Chi cAn méi nguoi
g6p mét chut théi hay ¢o 1ap trwéng ré rang vé chinh tri hodc tham chinh la chung ta
da gop strc mon dé ‘rao gidng chan ly, sy that’ va giip cho dan téc VN sém ngay
thoat a4ch Céng San. Hién nay, nwdc Viét Nam c6 90 triéu dan, chi cAn cham dut
ché dd Cong San s&m mot ngay thi ching ta sé bét dwoc 90 triéu ngay dau khd cho
nguwoi dan. Ché do Cong San con ton tai thém mot ngay, thi ngwdi dan phai hirng
chiu thém 90 triéu ngay chim trong bé khé.

So hai

Dé két thuc bai chia sé nay, con xin k& mot cau chuyén vé so hai. Nhw ching ta biét,
so hai da lam thay déi thé gidi, giét chét niém tin, hy vong va lac quan. Long nguoi
tan ra vi lo so.

Chuyén than thoai A Rap ké rang:

M6t hém dich t& gdp doan thuwong gia tién vé tha d6 Bat-da. Nguwdi dan dau doan xe
héi hén:

- Dich ta di dau ma vi vang thé?

Dich ta tra I&i ngén gon:

- Ta vé Bat-da giét hai nA&m ngan mang nguoi.

Vai ngay sau do, trén dudng tir Bat-da tré vé, doan thuwong gia lai gap dich ta.
Ngwoi hwdng dan doan tiee gidn mang han:

- Nha ngwoi néi rang chi giét hai c6 ndm ngan nguwdi, vy ma bay gid con sb ngu i
chét tai bat-da I&n dén nam chuc ngan. Nha ngwoi that dbi tra.

Dich ta 6n ton tra Ioi:

- Khéng, ta néi that. Ta chi giét c6 nam ngan ngudi khéng hon khéng kém. Chinh 13
ndi lo so da giét chét sé ngudi déng dao con lai doé.

Cau chuyén than thoai cho ta thdy ‘so hai’ khdng thé giét chét ching ta. Diéu giét
chét chung ta la nhirng gi tir trong tw twdng ma ra. My dém trudc khi con soan bai
noi chuyén nay, con cling rat so. Con so nhirng gi con noi sé khong dwg'c moi
ngwdi don nhan va thwong mén con. Nhuwng con tw nghi, con la con chau cla Vua
Hung, ca Ly Lé Tran, ctia Hai Ba Trwng..tAt cd moi nguwdi & day ciing gibng nhw
con, déu la con chau ctia Quang Trung. Chuing ta c6 moét soi day vo hinh lién két
chidng ta lai, d6 1a tinh yéu thwong cla gidéng noi. Néu ding trwdc nguy co diét



chiding, tinh yéu thwong d6 chac chén sé dwoc bdc 16 mdt cach rd rét hon niva. Vay
thi dirng trwdc dai gia dinh ctia con, ¢& gi ma con phai so' néi Ién nhirng diéu minh
ngh.

Mudn tranh dau cho mét ly twéng cao dep, ta phai tim thy sw binh an trong chinh
nghia va tin twéng vao con dwéorng chan ly minh di. Néu bd cudc nira chirng 1a vi
chung ta chwa dd niém tin, chwa du thiét tha va sén sang chét cho ly twéng cta
minh. Tinh yéu that sy khéng biét dén so hai. Cé mot cau néi ctia Thanh Nhan:
“Tinh yéu khéng biét so hai; trai lai, tinh yéu hoan hao loai trtr s¢’ hai, vi s¢’ hai gén
lién v&i hinh phat va ai s¢ hai thi khéng dat t&i tinh yéu hoan hao.”

M6t trong nhirng bai dién van ndi tiéng nhéat cha thé ky XX |a bai dién van cia Co
Muc Sw Martin Luther King, ngu®i da bj giét hai nam 1968 vi tranh d4u cho quyén
binh dang ctia ngu®i da den tai Hoa Ky: "Téi cé6 mét gidc mo, tdi mo' rang mot ngay
nao dé moi thung Iting déu dwoc bat di, nhirng noi cong queo sé dugc lam cho
bang phang, va nhitng ché ngodn ngoéo sé dwoc kéo cho ngay thang".

Tbng thdng Abraham Lincoln da bi sat hai vi ly twéng dan chi va binh déng. Cé muc
sw Martin Luther King ciing cuing chung s phan. Téng théng Nelson Mandela da
phai trai qua 27 ndm tu vi tranh d4u cho tw do va binh dang. Nhirng con ngu®i nay
khéng chi cé nhirng I&i néi dé thuyét phuc ma ho con néi bang chinh mang sbéng cla
minh. "Tw do t6n gido hay |a chét", hodc "tw do dan cha hay la chét". Nhirng ngudi
dam giwong cao nhirng khau hiéu nhw thé trong mét ché do doc tai, chdi bd tat ca
nhirng quyén tw do co ban con ngudi that dang dwoc ching ta noi theo. N6i nhw
TéngThéng Nelson Mandela: "Dé 1a mét ly twédng ma néu can tdi sdn sang chét cho
ly twdng dé ". That ra, d6 khong chi la ly twdng ma con la mét doi hdi cia on goi lam
nguwoi Viét Nam. Séng cho s that, sén sang chét cho sw that! Khéng ubn cong lwdi
dé cau than ninh b, khéng thda hiép dé dwoc chat dac an hay khéng dé dai, déi tra
dé cho xudi thuan céng viéc. Néu mudn séng nhw thé thi cé khac gi 1a chét trong dai
dang, nhoc nhan réi con gi nira!

Tubi tré trong nwéc da hy sinh mang séng vi ly twéng tw do dan chad cho Viét Nam.
H&i tudi tré Viét Nam & hai ngoai, ching ta con so, cdn chan ché gi niva! Chuyén di
ctia cudc ddi ching ta réi cling co luc sé két thuc. Néu cé so, thi chi so truwdc khi
nh&m mét, chung ta da chwa tirng dam sbéng cho sy that va ly twéng dé réi khong
con ai trén méat dat nay biét dén tinh than bat khuét cta gibng noi, ciia nhirng ngudi
Viét Nam mau dé da vang!

Teresa Tran Kiéu Ngoc



Preparations and Ideals

Greetings to all my large extended family, brothers and sisters.

Today | would like to share with you a topic on 'preparations and ideals'. | specifically
wish to dedicate this talk to our youth. | respectfully seek your patience as what | am
about to share is not new. Today, | just want to reiterate this message to our young
people.

To begin, |1 would like to take a moment to talk about my journey back home and how
| have come to realise God'’s calling for my life.

| left Vietham to come to Australia when | was in grade 2. Adults, have to face so
many difficulties in order to make a fresh start in a foreign land. But for a little child
like myself, the saddest thing was that | could no longer hear or read Viethamese at
school in Australia. Thus every day after school, | would catch a bus to a public
library in order to find Vietnamese books to read. In the early 90s, Vietnamese books
were very scarce. There were no children's books with colourful pictures. | would flip



through the pages of thick heavy Vietnamese books. Recognizing the familiar words
with the sound marks was enough to make me feel so content. At ten, the world |
lived in was full of Vietnamese proud history, legends and heroes.

Then time slowly passed by ... The stories that were written by the Tu Luc Van Doan
group (such as Khai Hung, Nhat Linh), revealed my homeland to me, about the
Viethamese people and their life. These stories, together with the melancholic poetry
by Madam Huyen Thanh Quan, were ingrained into my mind every day. They made
me always curious about what my homeland was really like. | really wanted to know
what my motherland would be like now. Since | only had a brief period of seven
years living in Vietnam, | had never fully experienced the full beauty of my homeland.
During the final year of my university studies, | was determined to explore my God’s
calling of being a nun. Of course, if | were to dedicate living and serving a
consecrated life, | would not choose any place other than my own homeland.

| chose to do an apprenticeship at Saint Paul Convent, Pleiku city. My baggage for

the trip was only a deck of rosary prayer beads to pray to God for peace; a photo of
my mother as solace when | was sad or missing her and a few set of clothes. After

nearly a two day journey, | finally found the place on a winter’s night. Situated on a

beautiful sloping hillside was the Convent all covered in fog.

| must say, the Pleiku trip was destined to change my whole attitude towards life.
There are three experiences of this trip that | deeply remember always.

The first experience, was almost every night, | heard the cries of pain from the
disabled orphans. There were children born with malformations, blindness and other
disabilities, some children were born with both blindness and fully paralysed. The
cries of these children mixed with the sad sighs of the nuns made it hard for me to
sleep. Vietnam is a country wallowed in misery, day and night.

My second experience was the evening before my departure to the leprosy village in
the jungle. | was up all night and my eyes were wide open because | envisioned my
tragic death after catching leprosy. The fear engulfed me all night, throughout the
morning and for several hours of road travel until | finally stood in front of the lepers.
The young and old lepers welcomingly waved at me, despite hands with missing
fingers but still with hope in their eyes. The children jumped up with joy when they
saw visitors coming. All fear about my death suddenly disappeared immediately. |
realised in that moment, that love is stronger than the fear of death. Love conquers
and leaves fear far behind!
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The third experience that | remember the most, is almost everywhere | went, |
noticed that people often told lies. From the elderly to very young children. Whoever |
met that | could trust, | questioned ‘How come so many people tell lies here?’
However, even though they cheated me, | have so much pity and mercy for these
people. | cannot neglect them! And if | forget them, | believe it is a crime against my
home people, my country. Even though the experience of feeling cheated was bad, it
reminded me of the sad reality of our country today. That ‘reality’ is not allowing us
all to be loving and compassionate because loving and compassionate people will
want to make real changes for a better Vietnam.

In hindsight, | realise there are two important things in life. It is the preparations for
the life-long journey with noble ideals. Life is a journey. We must live with aspiring
and noble dreams in order to contribute to the creation and the development of our
nation and humanity. Life without direction or purpose, is a life with emptiness and
hopelessness. Such a life goes against the natural law as human beings, we are
born with hope to endure and develop.

However, having dreams but without proper preparations and adequate planning to
achieve our goals, then it is just simply nothing but a fairytale. | remember, Colonel
Vo Dai Ton once said: "l can eat half a meal, drink half a cup, sleep half the night but
| cannot fight for freedom half-heartedly”. We cannot expect a miraculous result with
only minimum effort. We must be adequately prepared with appropriate tools in order
to commence an arduous journey which heads towards our desired destination.
‘Preparations’ involve selecting the kind of mental thinking, attitude and choices of
actions. Our dream must first be formed in our imagination, in our thoughts with a
burning desire to succeed before it becomes a reality through actions. Everything we
do today, will have a definite influence and impact on our future. So we must be
prepared mentally, have a clear purpose and vision right from today.

Surely everyone who are present here, share the same dream and hope of seeing
freedom and democracy in our home country, Vietnam. If such a day comes, if
possible, | would give up all | have, | would stand side by side with our people, with a
hoe in hand, I will plant the new rice seeds on our peaceful land!

On this 40th anniversary of the Vietnamese people fleeing our homeland in search
for freedom, and to elaborate more about mental preparations to pursue our dreams,
| would like to share a few personal thoughts, and to me, if we do not reassess in a
timely manner, it would become an obstacle for our journey to find true freedom for
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Vietnam.

Gratitude and True Strength

First of all, | want to talk about gratitude and true strength.

Here | do not mean our gratitude towards our ancestors, grandparents, parents and
of those who had sacrificed their lives in order to get us where we are today, to enjoy
the freedom, democracy and many benefits to live our dreams in Australia. We are
forever indebted to our ancestors’ and our parents’ contributions and we will never
be able to repay it all. The day that we are still indebted, the older and the younger
generations will continue to love and be attached to each other, and join forces
together to fight for the freedom of our motherland country. However, there is a debt
we owe to others that we must repay fairly. That is the huge debt that Australia has
received and "conceived" us for 40 years.

Being grateful is a noble virtue that the Viethamese are taught and upheld, yet let us
not forget the importance of repaying that debt. It has been forty years now, almost
on every occasion, we always subconsciously reiterate that we owe so much to
Australia! This is true because in reality, we have never paid off this debt. The
position of a person receiving any assistance is always of a weaker one who will
never be able to stand equally and as strongly as the person who lends a helping
hand. Because we are deeply indebted, we have never gained real influence and
true impact in this country. For me, the best way to repay Australia is by being as
successful as we can be and make exceptional contributions in areas of leadership,
economics, media and Australian politics. Only when we have great contributions,
securing major roles in commerce, finance and technology, that is when we will gain
true respect. When crossing the river, the boat is something we need but once
ashore, we have to leave it behind. We cannot carry the boat on our head to
continue our journey otherwise, it will become a burden to us. Likewise, when we
were most in need of assistance, Australia helped us, we have to return the favour
and for all, if not, the debt itself will pose serious obstacles to our true strength and
influence in this country.

Let me give you the example of the Jewish people. Jewish people have strong
survival instincts. They lived in exile for 2,000 years, they were oppressed, exploited,
but they still exist, develop and even have great achievements that the whole world
has respect for them. Albert Einstein, who won the Nobel Prize in 1921 for his
contributions to physics and more recently Frank Lowy, one of the richest billionaires
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in Australia with his total assets about $ 7.5 billion. Not to mention, there are many
Jews who have high leadership positions in large banks around the world. They
integrate into the new society, they work hard, they are successful and when an
opportunity to strongly influence the society they live in comes along, they are able to
change the social environment in a manner they desire.

Australia and other strong nations in the world, have no other choice but to rightly put
their interests first before lending us assistance, let alone protect our people in
Vietnam. Australia has given us many things from funding to establishing our main
offices and to develop social welfare services in the Vietnamese community. This is
their interest but it is also ours. It's easy when two parties have common interests.
But if the interests of a free, democratic Vietnam contradict with those interests of
Australia, will Australia continue to support us?

An example is evident with the construction of the Vietham War Memorial in South
Australia in 2004. The Vietnam War Memorial is in memory of the ally Australian
soldiers who had fought side by side with the Republic of Viethamese soldiers. The
monument is also a way to recognize the contributions of the Viethamese community
in South Australia. At that time, the Federal government did not support this work.
They did not give us any funding to build the monument. They were under pressure
from the Vietnamese Communist government. Fortunately, the South Australian
government supported us, they helped us with a patch of land in the central of the
Adelaide city business district. The rest of the expenses were borne by the
Vietnamese community (SA chapter) with more than $300,000 out of our own
pockets to build the monument. We will continue to do this and we can do more than
that!

We must always ask ourselves this question: If Australia abandons us; cuts funding,
how are we going to live and pursue our dreams? | have learnt that one of the
reasons that the Republic of South Vietnam fell in 1975 was due to our lack of real
strength, we lacked unity in thought. When the allies stopped providing us weapons,
military aids, we lost and we were alone. The Americans mourned and wept over the
loss of more than fifty thousands of their soldiers, but we do not know if they also
grieved for the millions of our people who died during that lost battle in Vietham. We
cannot fully rely on the help externally and forget about the true power of our own
people, which is our true strength.

Politics — Political Participation and Political Stance
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I'd like to share with you another thought. | must confess that in the past | have made
the following mistake. Back then, if someone asked if | knew or was actively involved
in politics, | reacted spontaneously without giving any consideration: "No, | don’t do
anything in politics, | do not know anything about politics.” At that time, | was very
proud of my wise answer; | remained impatrtial, | did not belong to any political party.
| was safe! Now looking back, | realise that my answer was indeed, a political
answer; a selfish answer, | was thinking of nothing but for the safety and the sake of
my own well-being. My perception at that time was exactly as if | chose to turn a
blind eye, denying the rights of my own people, being ungrateful not only to our own
home country but also to Australia. As Australia possesses a great political system
where freedom and privilege are a given and often taken for granted. My words and
previous attitude are no different to surrendering our country, our people, with two
hands to the evil and the barbaric. As Martin Luther King once said: "The world
suffers a lot, not because of the violence of bad people but because of the silence of
good people.”

| later found the definition of the word “politics” which | fully agree with: "Politics is the
art of reaching out to lead the nation, to build, to consolidate, to develop and to bring
wealth & prosperity for the people, for the nation. Political institutions of a country
determine the current fate and dominate the future of a country, including practical
interests/privilege of the people living in that country. So that means if people are not
interested in politics, that is the people themselves giving their lives for the
authorities to do whatever, whether it be the mercy of every mistake, oppression,
injustice including the humiliation imposed on today and in the future of an entire
nation."

So, politics is a noble act, we should be proud to embark on this righteous work.
Please allow me to explain more on the word “politics” to the youth: politics exists in
two different forms. One is political participation, the other is the political stance. If
you actively participate in a particular political party, for example to become
ministers, MPs, senators ... this is called political participation. However, if you want
to become doctors, engineers or any other professional and you do not wish to be
involved in political participation then that’s ok, but you cannot have no idea, thought
or no political opinion. When you go to vote at election, you must be able to
distinguish the difference between right and wrong policy and the direction of the
various parties for the country. You are able to raise an opinion as to the good and
the bad and show of some interest in the country's situation, then that it is a political
stance.
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With the situation in Vietnam, we know the Communists are bad, evil and false but
when someone asks us, if we cannot at least speak of the word 'false’ representing
the communist Vietnam, then we must reconsider our stance. What is our
identification if foreigners hear my previous response coming from hundreds and
thousands of Viethamese people? Where is the duty to our country? Who are we?
Who will live and die for our motherland of Vietnam for us?

Let us not underestimate our attitude or our own actions. If everyone contributes a
little whether small or large or even each of us has a clear stance on politics or
political participation, then that is how we can contribute the very least to ‘advocate
the honest truth' and help the people of Vietham make an end to the Communist
regime sooner. Currently, Vietham has 90 million people, by terminating the
Communist regime one day sooner, we'll save 90 million days of sufferings for the
Vietnamese people. Communist regime survives one more day, the Viethamese
people will have to suffer another 90 million days immersed in misery.

Fear

To conclude this speech, | would like to tell a story about fear. As we know, fear has
changed the world, killing faith, hope and optimism. People give up hope and
dreams because of fear.

An Arab folk story tells us that:

One day, Cholera met a group of trade merchants in the middle of a desert. The
convoy leader asked him:

- Cholera, where are you going in such a hurry?

Cholera simply answered:

- ’'m heading towards Baghdad to take five thousand lives.

A few days later, from Baghdad, the trade merchant group met Cholera again. In
anger, the convoy leader yelled at him:

- You said you would only take five thousand lives, but now the death toll is up to fifty
thousand. You are a liar.
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Cholera blandly replied:

- No, | told you the truth. I only killed five thousand people, no more or no less. It was
the fear that killed a large number of people remaining there.

This folk story tells us that ‘fear" itself cannot kill us. What kills us is from our own
thoughts. Several nights ago when | prepared this talk, | was also very afraid. | was
fearful that my words would not be welcomed with love. But | thought to myself, | am
the descendant of King Hung; of Ly, Le, Tran; of Hai Ba Trung. And so is everyone
here, we are all children of Quang Trung. We have an invisible bond that connects
us together, that is the love of our own race. If we were at risk of genocide, that love
will certainly be revealed more clearly. Thus standing in front of my extended family,
there is no reason why | should be afraid saying what | really believe. So my fear
subsided!

To fight for a noble ideal, we must find peace in justice and have confidence in the
truth. If we give up halfway it is because we do not have enough confidence,
courage and willingness to die for our dreams. True love does not know fear. There
is a saying of the Saints: "There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love”.

One of the most famous speeches of the twentieth century is that by the late Rev.
Martin Luther King, who was murdered in 1968 fighting for civil rights for black
people in the United States: "l have a dream that one day every valley shall be
exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low. The rough places will be made
plain, and the crooked places will be made straight.”

President Abraham Lincoln was murdered for his fight for democratic ideals and
equality and Rev. Martin Luther King suffered the same fate. President Nelson
Mandela was in prison for 27 years for fighting for freedom and equality. These
people not only had persuasive words alone, they sacrificed their lives true to their
true purpose.

"Religious freedom or death”, or "democratic freedom or death". Those who dare to
uphold such slogans in a dictatorship regime, denying all fundamental freedom,
deserve real respect as role models. President Nelson Mandela said: "It is an ideal
which | am ready to die if necessary for that ideal." Actually, that is not only an ideal
but a demanding call to Vietnamese. Live for the truth, willing to die for the truth!
Never bend one’s tongue to bridge sycophantic relatives; never compromise to be
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little to gain permissive favour; never be lazy or perform deceitful conduct for the
sake of easy work. Living like that, then it is no difference to committing to an
enduring & painful death.

The youth in Vietnam have sacrificed their lives for the ideals of freedom and
democracy for Vietnam. Vietnamese youth abroad, what are we afraid of? What are
we waiting for? Our journey on this earthly soil will eventually come to an end. If
there is any fear, it is got to be before dying, we fear that we have never dared once
to live for the truth and for our dreams and consequently no one on this earth will
know the indomitable spirit of our race, the Vietnamese of red blood and yellow skin!

Teresa Tran Kieu Ngoc
26 July 2015.

Nguon: http://www.lyhuong.net/uc/index.php/shcd/4220-4220
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