Ky niém véi nhac si Ngoc Chanh va ban nhac Shotguns
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Tran Chi Phuc
Nhac si Ngoc Chanh da gia tir gidi ca nhac vao chiéu Th Bay 7 Thang Giéng, 2023 (nham
ngay 16 Thang Chap nam Giap Dan), hudng tho 86 tudi. Chi con hai tuan nira la Xuan Quy
Mao dén, khong khi don Tét vGi nhac Xuan vang lirng, trong d6 cé nhitng ban nhac do 6ng

tuyén chon dé thuc hién nhirng cudn bang Shotguns chu dé Xuan thdi Sai Gon, dudc thinh gia
yéu thich cho dén nay.

Nhac si Ngoc Chanh. (Hinh: Tran Chi Phuc cung cép)

Lan dau gap nhac si Ngoc Chanh la & nha thay Dung Piano & dudng Hién Vuong, Sai Gon nam
1976, lAng nghe nhitng mau chuyén 6ng ké vé tinh hinh ca nhac sau khi Sai Gon that tha véi
thay day hoa &m cua toi.

Lan th& nhi la Thang Ba nam 1979, tai trai ti nan chuyén ti€p Kula Lumpur, Ma Lai A, dé cho
dinh cu tai Hoa Ky va Canada. Ong néi rang, khi vugt bién 6ng cé dan theo may ngudi con clia
nhac si Pham Duy. Khi 8y, c6 mét ca khic méi do dng sang tac, c6 moty mdi la vi Sai Gon ddi
theo gid Ha Noi cham mét gidh va mot s6 con dudng déi tén lam cho d6i tinh nhan tré hen.

Lan th ba la nam 1998, muagn vi trudng Ritz do 6ng ldam ch( dé ra mat CD “Sai Gon Em Van
Con Pay” cua Tran Chi Phuc.

Lan th tu la nam 2015 tai quan ca phé Starbuck goc dudng Edinger va Brookhurst dé phong
van viét bai bao vé sinh hoat nghé thuat clia nhac si Ngoc Chanh- trdng ban nhac va Trung
Tam Bang Nhac Shotguns thoi Sai Gon trude nam 1975. Nhiéu chi tiét do chinh nhac si Ngoc
Chéanh ké ma toi ghi lai trong bai bao dang trén trang mang SBTN n&dm 2015, sau nay dugc
mot s& bao khac trich lai dé viét thanh cac bai cho bao khac.
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DPiéu quan trong nhat clia bai bao nay la ké ra ba ca khic ma Ngoc Chéanh viét chung véi nhac
si Pham Duy la “Bao Gid Biét Tuong Tu,” “V&t Thu Trén Lung Nguwa Hoang,” “Tuéi Biét Budn.” Ba
nhac pham nay da dugc in thanh céac ban nhac rdi, co gidy phép ctia B6 Thong Tin Viét Nam
Cong Hoa, ghi ro tén tac gia gom hai ngudi. Nhung khi qua hai ngoai, nhiéu trung tdm bang
nhac san xuat chi nhac tén Pham Duy ma thoi.

Khi dugc hoi chuyén nay thi nhac siNgoc Chénh tra l&i rang, 6ng la mot nhac si chai dan
Keyboard va la trudng ban nhac Shotguns cho nén nghira cau nhac (melody) va nhd Pham
Duy gop y va dat Loi dé trd thanh ba bai hat &n khach.

Khi bai bdo dugc dang nam 2015, t6i c6 gai cho nhac si Ngoc Chanh xem va 6ng email cam
on.

Sinh tai Sai Gon, Ngoc Chanh tir thud 6 tudi da hoc guitar véi mét anh ban l&n tén la Cé Tinh

Chau. Anh nay c6 ngén dan Flamenco tai gioi. Roi sau dé 6ng hoc thém véi mot nhac si Phi
Luat Tan la Monito.

N&m dé tam trung hoc, cau hoc sinh Nguyén Ngoc Chanh da viét mét cudn sach “Tu Hoc
Guitar” va ban ban quyén cho nha xuat ban My Tin, vdi gia 24,000 dong vao nam 1957. Luc
do, 6ng My Tin c6 mot tiém ban dan piano & dudng Vo Tanh va Ngoc Chanh da mua mot cay
cli v4i gid 22,000 déng, bang cach ddi cuén sach clia minh va dugc édng chi tra thém 2,000
dong. Pay co L& la mot trong nhirng cudn sach day vé guitar sém nhat cla lang nhac thai do,
va ciling la mot thanh tich dac biét thdi tré tudi clia dng.

T lWic c6 cdy dan piano, Ngoc Chanh di hoc dan duong cadm va hoa am sang tac vdi thay
Dung & dudng Hién Vuaong, goc dudng Duy Tan trong nhiéu ndm. Thay Dung la mét trong it
nhac si gidi clia Sai Gon thadi dé, da tirng day nhac cho nhiéu nhac si thanh danh, trong do6 c6
nhac si H6 Xuan Mai. Thay Dung dugc con trai bao lanh dinh cu & Canada vao thép nién
1980.

N&m 1960, Ngoc Chanh bat dau con duding Am nhac véi cay dan duong cadm cung ban nhac
choi cho mét v trudng & hd tdm Cong Hoa. Nam1962, éng vé chai cho vi trudng Melody, vi
truwdng Lai Yun va vé lam trudng ban nhac v trudng My Phung & bén Bach BDang véi Xuan My
(Saxo), Hoang Liém (Guitar), mot ngudi gbc Hoa danh tréng.

Nam 1961, ca si Minh Hi€u luc do la c6 gai tlr Binh Long lén Sai Gon hoc may, biét hat doéi bai
nhu “N&i Long,” “Gai Giac Mo Xua” va dugc ngudi quen gidi thiéu véi dng. Ong cé huéng dan
thém vé nhac ly va gidi thiéu c6 ta cho 6ng chu vi trudng, va tir dé Minh Hi€u thang tién rat
mau, chi trong vong chua tdi mét nam da trd thanh ca si ndi tiéng trong gidi ca nhac Sai Gon.
Do la ky niém dang nhd vé viéc dua nhirng tiéng hat tir bdng t6i ra dnh sang clia nhac si Ngoc
Chénh.

Nam 1964, Ngoc Chanh vé lam truéng ban nhac cho vii truong Eden Rock duong Ty Do, 6ng
cht la ba ma ctia anh Quéc (chu vi trudng Majestic & Quan Cam), luong ca trdm ngan mbi
thang.

Nam 1968 xay ra cudc chién Mau Than, cac vi truong Sai Gon dong ctra, Ngoc Chanh mac du
da 31 tudi c6 vg va sau con, nhung phai nhap ngl vi luat téng dong vién. Ong gia nhap Biét
Doan Van Nghé Trung Uong.



Thanh lap Trung Tam Bang Nhac Shotguns

Trong thdi gian nady, nhac si Ngoc Chanh thanh lap ban nhac Shotguns gdbm nhirng bang hiru
ca nhac sinh hoat trong Biét Doan Van Nghé gom Pat L4m (ca si), Hoang Liém (guitar), Elvis
Phuong (ca si), Ptrc Hiéu (trong), Duy Khiém (Bass), Ngoc Chanh (Keyboard) dé chai nhac
ngoai qudc cho cac cau lac bé danh cho quan déi My. Theo 6ng thi thdi do ca si Pat Lam hat
nhac My “rat tdi,” nhat la nhirng ban ma Andy Williams da thu dia.

Vi trong thai chién tranh cho nén dung céi tén Shotguns dat cho ban nhac va cai tén nay da
gén lién v6i cudc doi Am nhac cua nhac siNgoc Chénh.

Nhac si Hoang Thi Tha cé phong tra Maxims mdi ban nhac Shotguns trinh dién mot tiéng
déng hd moi dém nhitng ban nhac My. K& dén ca siKhanh Ly ri Shotguns vé cong tac vii
truong Queenbee chuyén hat nhac Viét Nam. Luc nay, Elvis Phuong phai hat nhac Viét Nam
va bai hat dau tién ma Elvis Phuong hat la ban “Mong Duéi Hoa.”

Anh do nhac si Ngoc Chanh chup. (Hinh: Tran Chi Phuc cung cap)

Nam 1969, Ngoc Chanh thanh l&p Trung TAam Bang nhac Shotguns. Hai cuén bang nhac dau
tién la “Shotguns 1 Nhac Viét Nam” va “Shotguns 1 Nhac My,” thu &m & mot phong thu &
dudng Bui Hru Nghia cua mét chuyén vién tirng lam Dai Phat Thanh Sai Gon. Nhac dém do
ban Shotguns phu trach (Ngoc Chanh, Hoang Liém, Blrc Hiéu, Duy Khiém).

Ngoc Chanh cé chon ban “Mot Tram Phan Tram” do Hung Cudng ca m& dau cudn bang. Méac
du bai hat nay rat néi tiéng khi Hung Cudng trinh dién trén dai truyén hinh va dai phat thanh,
nhung khi dua vao cudn bang Shotguns1 thi gay nén sy that bai. Pay la mot ky niém khé quén
trong cudc doi lam bang nhac cuia Ngoc Chanh.

Khi cudn bang “Shotgun 1 Nhac Viét Nam” vira phat hanh thi Ngoc Chanh da nghe nhirng LOi
nhan xét rang tai sao lai chon mét ca khic phan chién vdi ban “Mot Tram Phan Tram” vdi tiéng
hat ca sTHung Cudng. Ong nhé lai, ca mién Nam chi ban dugc vai tram cudn va mién Trung
thi hau nhu khéng ban dugc cubn bang nao.

Ngoc Chanh ké rang, mét [an khi di cong tac & Ban Mé Thudc va mang theo 20 cuén bang

Shotguns 1, 6ng vao mét cau lac bd danh cho quan doi va goi s6 bang nay nho ban dum. Ba

chti cau lac b6 cé 6ng chong la thiéu ta, ong nay nghe xong cudn bang nay lién bao ba vo dem
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tra lai tat ca s6 bang cho Ngoc Chanh, vdi ly do la khong chdp nhén ban “Mot Tram Phan
Tram” do Hung Cudng ca.

Va cuén “Shotguns1 Nhac My” ciing khong ban dugc bao nhiéu. Ong tiép tuc cudn Shotguns
4 (khdng c6 cubn s6 2 va s 3 vi mudn tranh xa cudn s8 1 that bai) va bat dau ban dugc nhiéu,
co Loi.

Cho dén cuén Shotguns 6 tirc “Bang Vang Shotguns,” thi thanh céng ruc r& vdi cac ca si noi
tiéng Ha Thanh, Lé Thu, Khanh Ly, Hoang Oanh, Thanh Lan, Si Pha, Elvis Phuong, Giao Linh...
va nhirng ca khuc noi tiéng thai tién chién.

Thai do, ban dugc khoang 20,000 cudn vi phai cé may dé chay cudn bang Reel to Reel nay dé
nghe. Nhac siLé Van Thién hdoa am cuén bang nay véi nhitng nhac sitang cudng nhu Nguyén
Anh 9 (Piano), Ban Tho (Violin), Duy Khiém (Bass), Cao Phi Long (Trumpet), Xuan Tién (Saxo)...

T d6, Trung TAm Bang Nhac Shotguns cé chd dirng vitng vang trong lang bang nhac Sai Gon
truédc nam 1975.

Nam 1971, Ngoc Chanh thuc hién thém mot s6 bang nhac tré gom bay cuén va cling thanh
cong.

Cudn cubi cung clia Trung TAm Shotguns la cuén 36, mang tén “Hoa Binh O, Viét Nam Oi”
thuc hién dau nam 1975, gdm nhirng ca khiic mang udc ma hoa binh clia nhiéu nhac siva
cling khéng ban dugc nhiéu vi chién cudc lan tran.

Nhin lai nhitng ndm thang & Sai Gon vdi nhirng cudn bang Shotguns da thuc hién tir ndm
1969 t6i ddu ndm 1975, nhac si Ngoc Chanh boi hoi va hanh dién da dong gép mot phan vao
dong sinh hoat ca nhac clia mién Nam trudc nam 1975.

Ong vuot bién ndm 1979 dén Hoa Ky, bd lai tat cd san pham bang nhac nhung bay gid cé mot
s8 ngudi & hai ngoai da suu tap dugc toan bd céc cudn bang dé va ho bao rang rat thich.

Cai thai Sai Gon trudc nam 1975, cac bang nhac thu “Live,” nghia la ca siva ban nhac cung
choi dan va hat mot luc, cho nén tiéng hat tiéng dan quyén vao nhau va tao nén su truyén
cam, linh déng va thu hut gidi nghe nhac sanh diéu.

Nhitng sang tdc mdi ma Trung Tam Shotguns gigi thiéu dau tién gom nhirng ca khiic méi clia
Pham Duy, ban “Vé Day Nghe Em” ctia Tran Quang Loc, ban “Goi Ngudi Yéu Dau” ciia Vi Dlc
Nghiém, ban “Ru Con Tinh Ci” clia Dinh Tram Ca. Ban nay tén la “Bai Cho Nang” nhung Ngoc
Chanh dé nghi déi lai tén va giao cho Hai Ly ca.

Puagc hoi, c6 diéu gi l& ra nén lam ma khéng lam thi Ngoc Chénh tiéc rang thoi d6 da khéng co
dip nghe tiéng hat ctia T Céng Phung dé mdi anh cong tac vdi Trung Tam Shotguns. Va éng
nghi rang, minh nén gidi thiéu mot tiéng hat méi trong moéi cuén bang Shotguns ngay xua.

Vi cong tac chat ché véi nhac si Pham Duy, cho nén Ngoc Chanh c6 nhd Pham Duy dat Lo
cho ban “Bao Gid Biét Twong Tu” ma éng da viét nhac cho cudn phim “Diéu Ru Nudc Mat,”
dua theo tac phdm clia nha van Duyén Anh, va éng giao cho ca si Anh Khoa hat rat thanh
cbng, dungy tac gia nhat.

Nhac si Ngoc Chanh d4 viét ban nhac “Vét Thu Trén Lung Ngua Hoang” cho cudn phim cung
tén do dao dién L& Hoang Hoa thuc hién. Luc dau, 6ng dinh nhd nha van Duyén Anh viét Loi ca
nhung sau dé chon Pham Duy viét LGi.
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Hang Yamaha ctia Nhat c6 t6 chirc cudc thi &m nhac va moi Viét Nam tham du. Va Ngoc
Chanh viét nhac, Pham Duy dét Loi thanh ban “Tuéi Biét Budn” nhd Thanh Lan ca va vao
chung két giai nay nam 1973.

Ban nhac Ngoc Chanh thud'ng choi nhac ngoai quéc cho céc vii trudong, nhung khi cé Trung
Tam Shotguns thi 6ng da thu bang may trdm ca khuc Viét Nam dé ngudi yéu nhac thudng
thie. Ong cling da nhd nhidu ngudi dét Loi ca cho cac ban ngoai qudc va phé bién trong cac
bang chl dé Nhac Tré clia Shotguns. D6 la sy dong gdp clia nhac si Ngoc Chanh trong dong
sinh hoat ca nhac Sai Gon nam xua.

Tran Chi Phuc
Nguén: https://www.nguoi-viet.com/tuong-nho/ky-niem-voi-nhac-si-ngoc-chanh-va-ban-
nhac-shotguns/
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