Quan Luc Hoang Gia Tan-Tay-Lan trong cudc chién Viét Nam

Nguyén Hiru Thién

I-BOI CANH

Trong thai gian dién ra chién tranh Viét Nam, ngudi My goi la “Chién Tranh Déng Duong lan
th& hai”, Tan-tay-lan (New Zealand) dugc xem la mot “déng minh” ctia VN trong Thé Gidi Ty
Do vi surang budc cua hai Hiép uwdc quan sy ANZUS va SEATO.

- Hiép udc ANZUS (viét tat cua Australia, New Zealand, Unites States) dugc ky két nam
1951 sau khi Trung Cong chiém Hoa Luc.

- Hiép uéc SEATO (Southeast Asia Treaty Organization), VNCH goi la “Lién Phong Bong
Nam A”, gdm céc thanh vién: Hoa Ky, Uc, Tan-tay-lan, Phi-luat-tan, Thai-lan, Hoi Quéc (luc
do6 con gobm ca bong Hoi, ngay nay la Bangladesh), Phap (dang bao hé Dong Duong), va
Anh quéc (dang bao hé Huong Cang, North Borneo va Sarawak).

Céc nha lanh dao quéc gia thanh vién SEATO tai Manila nam 1966. Thi tuéng Tan-téy-lan
Keith Holyoake diung thitu’ tinh tir bén phai
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Tuy nhién, t&r ngay 8y cho tdi nay, do vi tri héo lanh xa x6i cling nhu khuynh huwéng chinh tri,
Tan-tay-lan chua bao gid than thiét véi Hoa Ky nhu “ngudi hang xém” Uc-dai-Loi.

Bén canh su rang budc cua hai Hiép uvdc quan sw ANZUS va SEATO, viéc Tan-tay-lan tham
chién tai Viét Nam con do viéc lic dé (Sir) Keith Holyoake ciia Pang Quéc Gia dang lam Thu
tudng, la ngudi chi truang duy tri tu’ cach “dong minh véi Hoa Ky” clia ddo quoc bé nho vai
dan s6 chua tdi 2 triéu rudi.

[Tan-tay-lan c6 hai dang chinh tri [&n: Dang Quéc Gia (National Party) véi khuynh huéng
bao thd, khuynh hitu, va Bang Lao BOng (Labour Party) vdi khuynh huéng cép tién, khuynh
taJ

* *x %

Kh&i dau vao ndm 1963, sau khi Uc da dua toan cd van (The Team) t&i VN vao nam truéc
do, truwdc ap luc ciia Hoa Ky va su chéng déi clia cac thanh phan bo cau trong nudce, Tha
tudng Keith Holyoake da dung hoa bang cach chi giti mot toan gidi phau dan sy gom 7
ngudi (vé sau lén tdi 16) tdi Viét Nam, phuc vu tai bénh vién Qui Nhon, tinh Binh Dinh.

Téi gitra nam 1964, cung vdi ap luc gia tang cuia Hoa Ky, viéc Viét Cong va bd ddi chinh quy
B&c Viét m& nhiéu tran tan cong quy mé tai mién Nam VN, dugc sy dong tinh cila mot sé
chinh khach Tan-tay-lan nhan ra hiém hoa clia lan séng dd tai Dong Nam A, Thu tuéng
Keith Holyoake da chap thuén gli mot luc lwong quan su “khdng chién dau” téi Viét Nam,
do la toan cong binh gom 25 ngudi, co danh xung la “New Zealand Army Detachment
Vietnam?”, viét tat 1A NEWZAD. Don vi cong binh nay dén tra tai Thu Dau Mét (Binh Duong),
c6 nhiém vu xay dung dudng xa cau cong.

II- THAM CHIEN
-TiéuPoan 161 Phao Binh:

Ngay 27/5/1965, tic la gan mot thang sau ngay Tha tuwéng Uc Robert Menzies loan béo viéc
chinh pht Uc quyét dinh gtri mot tiéu doan bo binh sang chién d4u tai Viét Nam, Tha tuéng
Tan-tay-lan Keith Holyoake cling cong bd quyét dinh giri moét luc lugng tac chién sang Viét
Nam dé thay thé toan cong binh NEWZAD, d6 la Tiéu Doan 161 Phéo Binh Hoang Gia Tan-
tay-lan, viét tat 1a 161 Battery RNZA, thudc Trung Doan 16 Phdo Binh Da Chién (16 Field
Regiment).

[Trong danh xung chinh thi'c cua don vi phado binh nay, cling nhu hai don vi phdo binh cua
Uc & VN, khéng cé6 chit “Tiéu Poan” (Battalion) ma chi la “161 Battery”. Tuy nhién vi tru'é'c

nam 1975, phia VNCH thud'ng goi don vi nay la “Tiéu Poan Phéo Binh Tan-téy-lan’, chiung
t6i cling st dung danh xung “Tiéu Doan” trong bai viét nay]

Tiéu Poan 161 Phao Binh Tan-tay-lan t&i Viét Nam vao thang 7/1965, gom 9 siquan, 101 ha
sT quan binh si cung v&i bén khau dai bac 105 mm L5 (vé sau dugc thay thé bang sau khau
105 mm M2A2).



Tai Bién Hoa, trong 12 thang dau, Tiéu Poan 161 Phao Binh Tan-tay-lan dugc dat dudi sy
diéu dong ctia Lir Doan 173 Nhay Du Hoa Ky, nhiém vu chinh (& yém trg hoat dong ctia Tiéu
Doan 1 Bo Binh, Trung Doan Hoang Gia Uc-dai-1gi (1 RAR), lic dé cling ndm duéi quyén
diéu dong cthia Lir Poan 173 clia Hoa Ky, hoat dong trong lanh thé tinh Bién Hoa.

Gan mot nam sau, thang 4/1966, khi Luc Lugng Dac Nhiém 1 Uc-dai-lgi (1 ATF) t&i Viét
Nam, d&t ban doanh tai Nui Dat, tinh Phudc Tuy, Tiéu Doan 1 cta Uc di chuyén vé day, trd
thanh mét don vi clia Luc Luong Bac Nhiém.

Khi 8y, Tiéu Poan 161 Pho Binh Tan-tay-lan dugc ty do lua chon: & lai vdi Lt Doan 173
Nhay DU Hoa Ky hoac di theo Tiéu Poan 1 cua Uc, va “céc con kiwi” da quyét dinh theo
“cac kangaroo” dé trd thanh luc luong yém trg cuia Luc Luong Bac Nhiém Uc.

Ba thang sau, Tiéu Poan 161 Ph&o Binh Tan-tay-lan da gép coéng sic khdng nho vao chién
tich dé doi ctia ctia quan doi Uc: tran Long Tan.
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Mét khdu phdo 105 mm cua Tiéu doan 161 Phgo Binh Tan-tay-lan

Ngay sau khi Dai Doi D ctia Tiéu Doan 6 Bd Binh Uc (6 RAR) bi lot vao & phuc kich cua Viét
Cong, ba tién sat vién phao binh Tan-tay-lan di theo dai d6i nay - Pai Uy Morrie Stanley, Ha
sT Willie Walker, Ha si Murray Broomhall - da diéu chinh toa dé cho toan bé luc lugng phao
binh ban, gobm 161 Battery cia Tan-tay-lan, — 103 va 105 Battery ctia Uc, Tiéu Doan Trong
Phao 2/35 clia Luc Quan Hoa Ky, téng cdng 24 khau, dé yém trg cho 108 quan nhan (105
Uc va 3 tién sat vién Tan-tay-lan ) trong sudt 3 tiéng rudi dong ho, v6i nhip bén 6-8 vién mot
phut (2 vién nhiéu hon “nhip ban khan cap)!

Sau trén nay, danh tiéng ctia Tiéu Doan 161 Phao Binh Tan-tay-lan ndi nhu con.

Tir d6 cho t&i ngay rdi Viét Nam, Tiéu Doan con gop phan vao nhiéu chién thang khac cua
Luc Lugng Bac Nhiém Uc, trong d6 dugc nhéc tdi nhiéu nhat phai la tran Coral-Balmoral
(tén hai can c yém trg hda luc ndm & Lai Khé, Binh Duong) trong Chién Dich Toan Thang 1
clia QLVNCH va bong Minh, truy lung va tiéu diét tan quan cong san sau tran Mau Than dot
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Sau 6 nam tai Viét Nam vdi trén 750 quan nhan ludn phién phuc vy, Tiéu Doan 161 Phéo
Binh Tan-tay-lan trd vé nudc vao thang 5/1971.

TiéuDoan 161 Phao Binh Tan-tay-lan cling la don vi duy nhat ctia Tan-tay-lan dugc Hoa Ky
tuyén duong vdi huy chuong don vi “United States Meritorious Unit Commendation” do
nhirng cong trang lap dugc trong thai gian phuc vu tai L Doan 173 Nhay Du Hoa Ky.

- Cac Pbai Doi B6 Binh:

Nam 1966, véi muc dich tang cudng Luc Luong Pac Nhiém, Uc da gia tang 4p luc dé Tan-
tay-lan phai tham gia cac don vi b binh tac chién. K&t qua, téi thang 5/1967, Dai Doi Victor
One thudc Tiéu Poan 1, Trung Doan Bd Binh Hoang Gia Tan-tay-lan (1st Battalion of the
Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment) gom 182 quan nhan dugc dua tdi Viét Nam, phuc vu
trong Luc Luong Dac Nhiém Uc.

Théang 12 ndm do, thém Dai D6i Whisky One, cling thudc Tiéu Doan 1 Tan-tay-lan, dugc dua
tdi tang cudng cho Luc Lugng Bac Nhiém.

Hon mot thang sau, qua su thda thuan gitra hai chinh phu, Dai B6i Victor One va Dai Boi
Whisly One ctia TAn-tay-lan d& sat nhap vao Tiéu Doan 2 ctia Uc (2 RAR) dé trd thanh Tiéu
DPoan 2 Uc - Tan-tay-lan (2RAR/NZ) con dugc goi la “Tiéu Doan ANZAC”, véi Tiéu doan
trudng la mot siquan Uc, va Tiéu doan phdé la mét si quan Tan-tay-lan.

Vé&i cung mot “cong thirc” dé, tdi thang 5/1968, Tiéu Doan 4 Uc - Tan-tay-lan (4RAR/NZ) d3
dugc thanh lap dé thay thé Tiéu Doan 2, va cling mang danh hiéu “Tiéu Doan ANZAC”.

EETS ey~ = g R

Binh si Tan-tay-lan vdi I co MTDTGPMN bij ho tich thu

Céc dai doi bd binh Tan-tay-lan phuc vu trong céac “Tiéu Doan ANZAC” tai Viét Nam dugc
thay thé& sau mdi 12 thang (tour of duty). Trong thdi gian 5 ndm, c6 téng cong 9 dai ddi, gdm
hon 1600 quén nhan, da ludn phién phuc vu. Hai dai di cudi cung la Whiskey Three, roi
Viét Nam thang 11/1970, va Victor Six, rgi vao thang 12/1971.
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Trong s6 37 quén nhan Tan-tay-lan hy sinh trén chién trudng mién Nam VN, da c6 27 ngudi
thudc céac dai doi bo binh ndi trén.

- Khéng Quan:
B&t dau vao nam 1965, hai phi doan van tai trong Khéng Luc Hoang Gia Tan-tay-lan da téi
hoat dong tai Viét Nam, gom PhiDoan 40 (No. 40 Squadron) va PhiDoan 41 (No. 41

Squadron).

PhiDoan 40 s&r dung van tai co C-130 va Boeing 757, thuc hién céc phi vu chuyén van tai
Viét Nam cho cac luc lugng Tan-tay-lan, Uc-dai-lgi va Hoa Ky.

C-130 Hercules ctia Phi Doan 40 Van Tai

PhiDoan 41 sir dung céc loai phi ca ¢l han, dam trach van chuyén tiép liéu tir Tan-gia-ba.

Nam 1967, hai phi cong thudc Khdng Luc Tan-tay-lan dugc biét phai téi phuc vu tai Phi
Doan 9 Truc Thang clia Uc, bay trén UH-1. Ndm 1968 c6 thém hai phi cong khac duoc biét
phai; va tinh tdi nam 1971, da c6 tdng céng 16 phi céng Tan-tay-lan dugc biét phai tdi don
vi tri'c thang nay.

Nam phi cong truc thang khéc dugc biét phai t&i PhiDoi Quan SatBéc Lap 161 clia Luc
Quan Uc, thuc hién céc phi vy tham thinh trén try'c thang Sioux.

Ngoai ra, tir ndm 1965 tGi 1971, da c6 tdng cong 20 nhan vién phi hanh Tan-tay-lan duoc
biét phai t&i cac don vi quan sat clla Hoa Ky trong nhiém vu tién sat vién (FAC: forward air
controller).

- Biét kich SAS:

(Trong quan déi Anh, Uc va Tan-tay-lan, “SAS? viét tit cla ba chit “Special Air Service”, dé
chi luc lwong déc biét trong quén dbi, gom cac toan biét kich, phd hoai trong long dich,
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chdéng khung b, gidi cttu con tin... S& di cé chir “air” trong danh xung la vi luc lvong nay
cua Anh dugc thanh [dp ndm 1941, c6 nhiém vu chinh (& nhdy du xuéng vang dich dé thi
hanh nhing cbng tac dac biét)

Théang 11/1968, mot toan biét kich ctia TAn-tay-lan véi danh xung 4 Troop, g6m 1 si quan va
25 thudc cap, da téi Nui Bat dé hoat ddong chung vdi don vi SAS cia Uc. Vé tham muu, 4
Troop ndm duéi sy digu dong ctia SAS Uc, nhung vé mat chi huy va tiép liéu, 4 Troop hoan
toan déc lap.

.

. e

Thanh vién toan biét k-/'ch 4 Tréop

S& trudng clia 4 Troop la cac chuyén vién tham dudng trudng, phuc kich va pha hoai dudng
tiép liéu chia dich.

Thoi gian 4 Troop téi Viét Nam ciing lic quan sé clia TAn-tay-lan tham chién tai day lén tGi
con so cao nhat: 543 ngudi.

- Huén luyén:

Nam trong k& hoach Viét Nam héa chién tranh ctia Téng théng Hoa Ky Richard Nixon, cung
V@i viéc rat quan, thang 1/1971, Tan-tay-lan da dua sang Viét Nam toan huan luyén 1st New
Zealand Army Training Team Vietnam (1 NZATTV) gom 25 quén nhan thuéc nhiéu linh vuc
chuyén mon dé phu gilp toan huén luyén cta luc quan Hoa Ky tai Trung Tam Huén Luyén
Chi Lang.

Thang 2/1972, todn huan luyén th( hai clia Tan-tay-lan (2 NZATTV) gom 18 ngudi da tdi can
crDong Ba Thin gan Cam Ranh, v&i nhiém vu huan luyén cac cap chi huy bd binh ciia quan
doi Cam-bot.



Ngoai nhirng don vi ké trén, Tan-tay-lan con c6 nhirng luc lugng, don vi quan su khéc phuc
vu tai Viét Nam, nhung khéng thudng truc, hodc hoat dong khong dang ké.

IlI- RUT QUAN

Gilra nam 1970, trudc su chdng déi chinh phl ngay cang gia tang trong dan chung, Thu
tudng Tan-tay-lan Keith Holyoake ctia Dang Quéc Gia da cam két sé rut hét quén khoi Viét
Nam vao cuGi nam 1971 (trir todn huén luyén), va éng da thuc hién dugc lgi cam két dy:
don vi tac chién cudi cung clia Tan-tay-lan roi Viét Nam vao thang 12 nam 1971.

Tinh cho tdi lic &y, c6 téng cong 3,890 quan nhan Tan-tay-lan, tat ca déu la ngudi tinh
nguyén, da phuc vu tai Viét Nam. Trong s6 nay, 37 ngudi hy sinh, va 187 bi thuong.

Tuy nhién, viéc rat hét quan sém 8y clng khong du strc clru van Pang Quoc Gia: mac du
ong Keith Holyoake d& phai tir chirc vao thang 2/1972 nhudng ghé Thu tuédng cho dan em
Jack Marshall, t&i cui ndm 8y, 6ng Norman Kirk ctia Dang Lao Péng van dai thang trong
cudc téng tuyén cr t8 chirc vao cudi thang 11 ndm 1972.

M6t trong nhirng viéc lam dau tién cla vi tdn Thi tudng Lao Ddng sau khi tuyén thé nhadm
chtrc la cho rdt nét hai toan huén luyén quén su vé nude. Ngay 22/12/1972, nhirng quén
nhan nay clng vdi nhirtng quan nhan cudi cung & Bo chi huy quan sy Tan-tay-lan & Sai Gon
roi Viét Nam.

* * %

VGi quan sé hién dién tai Viét Nam vao thoi diém cao nhat chi lén t6i 543 ngudi, viéc tham
du clia TAn-tay-lan vao cudc chién cling chang lay gi lam to tat, nhung hau qua chinh trj thi
vO cling tram trong.

Vao thdi gian nay, tai ca Uc lan Tan-tay-lan, cac thanh phan phan chién, thién ta dang lam
mua gié, cd Dang Lao Pong Uc dudi béng Gough Whitlam (An Dang Lao Ddng Tan-tay-lan
trong tay Norman Kirk déu 8y kh&au hiéu “It’s Time” (ngu y “Pa tdi lic thoat khoi quy dao
clia My”) dé tranh ¢, ca hai dang déu thang l&n nhd long ngudi da chan ngéan chién tranh.

Chi khac nhau & mét diém: trong khi tai Uc, sau khi Gough Whitlam trd thanh vi thu tuéng
dau tién, va duy nhat tinh t&i nay, bi vi Tong Toan Quyén Uc (dai dién NI hoang Anh) truat
chirc, Pang Ty Do ndm quyén trd lai, thi & TAn-tay-lan, phan chién da trd thanh mét “chu
nghia dan tdc”, ngay cang xa rdi cac dong minh phuong tay, chong My, tham chi chdng ca
Uc, ma dinh cao la dao luat c&m cac chién ham nguyén ti (hiéu ngam (4 clia Hoa KY) cap
bén Tan-tay-lan, do Thi tudng David Lange (Pang Lao Dong) ban hanh vao nam 1984, dan
dwa t@i viéc Hoa Ky cham dirt céng nhan Tan-tay-lan la mot thanh vién clia Hiép udc
ANZUS.

Trong bdi canh &y, cac cuyu chién binh Tan-tay-lan tham chién tai Viét Nam da trd thanh
nhirng “nan nhan” dang thuong nhét.

Trong thoi gian ho phuc vu tai Viét Nam, gia dinh cta ho thuong bi dam phan chién, thién ta
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tim moi cach dé gay phién nhiéu. T&i khi tr& vé, ho bi nhuc ma, bj chii ria la “baby-killers”,
“war mongers” & ndi cong cong, thadm chi bi tan céng tudi mau gia lén ngudil...

Nhung té hai nhat phai la su phan biét doi xir clia cac cd quan chinh phu va ngay ca Hoi
Cuu Chién Binh Tan-tay-lan (Returned Services Association). Ho khéng duoc nhin nhén
nhu nhirng tap thé cuu chién binh khéc, chivi ho da tinh nguyén (ch khdng phai bi bat
budc) tham gia “mot cudc chién tranh phi nhan phi nghia”!

Thanh thir vao thap nién 1980, trong khi tai Hoa Ky va Uc-dai-lgi ram rd dién ra nhirng cudc
tuan hanh “Welcome Home” dé vinh danh céc cuu chién binh tham chién tai Viét Nam,
céc cuu chién binh VN & Tan-tay-lan chi biét khéc tham!

Phai dgi hon 20 nam sau, khi Hoa Ky da “binh thudng hdéa” phan nao quan hé vgi Tan-tay-
lan vao nam 2007, t&i nam 2008, ladn dau tién cac cuu chién binh TAn-tay-lan tham chién
tai Viéet Nam méi dugc ngang cao dau trong cudc dién hanh “Welcome Home” dau tién -
dién ra hon nlra thé ky sau chién thang Long Tan ma Tiéu Doan 161 Phao Binh Tan-tay-lan
da gép cong dau!

Welcome Home 2008 (chu y: banner cua toan biét kich 4 Troop)

Van biét “tha mudn con hon khéng bao gid”, nhung thuc t& dang budn la cé kha nhiéu cyu
chién binh khéng con séng dé chirng kién “ngay vinh quang” dén mudn &y!

Nguyén Hivu Thién

Melbourne, thang 10/2019

Pon vi Biét Kich SAS Tan Tay Lan
(New Zealand Special Air Service) (NZSAS)






Royal New Zealand Artillery (RNZA)

On 27 May 1965 Holyoake announced the government's decision to send 161 Battery, Royal New
Zealand Artillery to South Vietham in a combat role. The New Zealand Army Detachment (NEWZAD)
engineers were replaced by the Battery in July 1965, which consisted of nine officers and 101 other
ranks and four 105 mm L5 pack howitzers (later increased to six, and in 1967 replaced with 105 mm
M2A2 Howitzers). 161 Battery was initially under command of the United States Army's 173rd
Airborne Brigade for the first 12 months based at Bien Hoa near Saigon. Upon the formation of 1st
Australian Task Force at Nui Dat, in Phuoc Tuy Province in June 1966, the New Zealand government
was given the choice of allowing the battery to remain at Bien Hoa with the 173rd Airborne under
U.S command or integrate with the Australian forces. It was decided the battery would join 1ATF
and serve with Royal Australian Artillery field regiments.

The gunners were noted for their key role in assisting the 6th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment,
during the Battle of Long Tan, in which 18 Australians were killed holding off a regimental sized
enemy force on 18 August 1966. The battery also played important roles during the Tet Offensive
and the Battle of Coral-Balmoral in 1968. The Battery left Vietnam in May 1971 after providing
virtually continuous fire support usually in support of Australian and New Zealand infantry units for
six years, with over 750 men having served with the Battery during the period of its deployment.

Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment (RNZIR)

In 1966, when Confrontation came to an end and Australia decided to expand the 1st Australian
Task Force, New Zealand came under pressure to increase its commitment and did so. In May
1967, a 182-man rifle company, (Victor One Company) was deployed to Vietnam from the 1st
Battalion of the Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment in Malaysia. In December Victor One was
joined by Whisky One Company, also from the 1st Battalion, and they were then placed under the
1st Australian Task Force's command.

Following agreement between the Australian and New Zealand Governments in late February 1968,
V Company and W Company and 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (2RAR) were
amalgamated into 2RAR/NZ (ANZAC) Battalion (2RAR/NZ) in March 1968. The new "ANZAC
Battalion" 2IC was filled by RNZIR Officer, Major RIG Thorpe. 4th Battalion, Royal Australian
Regiment (4RAR), relieved 2RAR in May 1968 thus forming 4RAR/NZ (ANZAC) Battalion (4RAR/NZ),
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again with a New Zealander as 2IC, Major ATA Mataira. In due course the RNZIR component of the
ANZAC Battalion would also include Mortar and Assault Pioneer Sections as well as Administrative
personnel.[8] Subsequent rotations of the ANZAC Battalion retained the command structure of
having an Australian battalion commander and a New Zealand 2IC.

The New Zealand rifle companies were deployed on infantry operations in Phuoc Tuy Province and
were replaced several times, as were the Australian regiments (although not at the same time),
usually after a 12-month tour of duty. Whiskey Three Company was withdrawn without
replacement in November 1970 and Victor Six Company was withdrawn without replacement in
December 1971.

Over the five-year period, more than 1600 New Zealand soldiers of the nine NZ rifle companies
engaged in a constant round of jungle patrols, ambushes, and cordon-and-search operations, in
both Australian-led and independently conducted operations.

Additionally, 11 RNZIR personnel served as detachments to the Australian Army Training Team
Vietnam which operated in Vietham from 1962-1972.

New Zealand Services Medical Team (NZSMT)

New Zealand's military presence in South Vietnam was also increased in April 1967 with the arrival
of the 1st New Zealand Services Medical Team, a 19-strong detachment consisting of medical
personnel from the Royal New Zealand Air Force, Royal New Zealand Navy and Royal New Zealand
Army Medical Corps. The team's role was to provide medical and surgical assistance to South
Vietnamese civilians and developing local knowledge in this field. The New Zealanders relieved a
United States Army medical team at Bong Son in Binh Dinh Province. They also treated military
casualties who were brought to the Bong Son Dispensary, including Army of the Republic of
Vietnam personnel and Viet Cong prisoners. In June 1969 the team moved to the new 100-bed
Bong Son Impact Hospital. The average bed-state was 92 and approximately 46,000 outpatients
(mostly civilians) were treated annually before the team's withdrawal in December 1971. Overall
there were 98 personnel involved over the four-and-a-half years of the Team’s deployment: 47 from
the Army, 27 from the Air Force and 24 from the Navy.

Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN)

The Royal New Zealand Navy contribution to New Zealand's military involvement in the Vietnam
War began in April 1967 with RNZN medical members being part of the tri-service New Zealand
Services Medical Team (NZSMT.) Subsequently, a few served with the second of the two New
Zealand training teams deployed to Vietnam after combat troops withdrew in 1971. Additionally
three RNZN personnel served with the US Navy on a Junior Officer Exchange program in 1971, each
posted on the aircraft carrier USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) and destroyer USS William H. Standley (DLG-
32) off the coast of North Vietnam.

Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF)

From 1965 the Royal New Zealand Air Force contribution was in the form of transportation with No.
40 Squadron RNZAF providing troop transport for New Zealand, Australian and some American
troops, and No. 41 Squadron RNZAF providing resupply missions from Singapore.

In 1967 two RNZAF pilots were seconded to the Royal Australian Air Force's No. 9 Squadron, which
was flying UH-1 Iroquois helicopters as troop transports. Two more RNZAF pilots joined No. 9
Squadronin 1968. By 1971 16 New Zealand pilots had served in 9 Squadron.

Between 1965 and 1971 approximately 20 RNZAF personnel served as attachments to various units
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of the United States Air Force, as Forward air controllers.

5 RNZAF pilots[16] flew Sioux helicopters with the Australian 161st (Independent) Reconnaissance
Flight (161 Recce Flt) which was formed in 1965, supporting the New Zealand artillery, infantry and
NZSAS units.

RNZAF personnel were numerous in the New Zealand Services Medical Team (NZSMT) and one[18]
went on to be part of the subsequent New Zealand Army Training Team (NZATTV.)

Two small RNZAF detachments were attached to U.S Marine Corps A-4 Skyhawk squadron VMA-
311 at Chu Lai Air Base in January 1970 and October 1970.

RNZAF personnel were also posted to HQ V Force and worked primarily in Saigon in a range of
liaison duties. The last RNZAF flight out from Vietham was the evacuation of the New Zealand
Ambassador in April 1975, just before the Fall of Saigon.

One RNZAF member of the NZSMT, Sgt Gordon Watt, was killed by a booby trap in 1970, the
RNZAF's only casualty of the war.

New Zealand Special Air Service (NZSAS)

In November 1968, New Zealand's contribution to the 1st Australian Task Force was increased by
the deployment of 4 Troop, New Zealand Special Air Service, comprising an officer and 25 other
ranks. The arrival of this Troop raised New Zealand's deployment to Vietnam to its peak — 543 men.
The Troop was attached to the Australian SAS Squadron at Nui Dat and carried out long-range
reconnaissance and the ambushing of enemy supply routes, mounting 155 patrols over three tours
until being withdrawn in February 1971. Although under the operational command of the Australian
SAS Squadron Commander when deployed into the field on operations, 4 Tp NZSAS was an
independent command and self-sufficient.

Royal New Zealand Engineer Detachment (RNZE Det)

Each time New Zealand military contribution to South Vietnam increased, a work party of the Corps
of Royal New Zealand Engineers was sent to assist in preparing the site for the new arrivals. RNZE
Det helped set up the NZ artillery battery when it moved to Nui Dat in September 1966 and again for
Victor One Company RNZIR from early November to December 1967. The final detachment was
sent to assist 1 NZATTV establish themselves in Chi Lang in November 1970. This detachment
stayed in South Vietnam until February 1971. Additionally, Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth Charles
Fenton RNZE, was administratively in charge of all New Zealand forces in Vietham, at the New
Zealand Headquarters in Saigon (V Force HQ) from July 25, 1968 to July 30, 1970.

New Zealand Army Training Team Vietham (1 NZATTV & 2 NZATTV)

As American focus shifted to President Richard Nixon's 'Vietnamization' — a policy of slow
disengagement from the war, by gradually building up the Army of the Republic of Vietham so that it
could fight the war on its own, New Zealand dispatched the 1st New Zealand Army Training Team
Vietnam (1 NZATTV) in January 1971. Numbering 25 men from different branches of service, it
assisted the United States Army Training Team in Chi Lang. The team helped train South
Viethamese platoon commanders in tactics and small-arms techniques.

In February 1972 a second training team (2 NZATTV), 18 strong (including three RNZN personnel),

was deployed to Vietnam and was based at Dong Ba Thin Base Camp, near Cam Ranh Bay. It

assisted with the training of Cambodian infantry battalions in weapons use, tactics and first aid,

and provided technical assistance. This team also provided first aid instruction and specialist
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medical instruction at Dong Ba Thin's 50-bed hospital.

Royal New Zealand Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (RNZEME)

When 161st Battery, RNZA arrived in Vietnam in 1965 a detachment of engineers from the Royal
New Zealand Electrical and Mechanical Engineers formed the Logistic Support Element (LSE), to
service the battery. When the 1st Australian Task Force was moved to Phuoc Tuy Province in 1966,
the LSE was detached from the battery and established within the 1st Australian Logistic Support
Group (1 ALSG) at Vung Tau. RNZEME personnel who had been in the LSE were taken for the most
partinto the Light Aid Detachment (LAD) of the Australian Artillery Field Regiment (of which 161 Bty
became a part of following its first year of service with the U.S 173rd Airborne Brigade). RNZEME
tradesmen also served with the New Zealand Services Medical Team in the town of Bong Son, in
the Binh Dinh Province, and re-established New Zealand's association with the 173rd Airbirne
Brigade. However some RNZEME personnel served in the RNZIR rifle companies, the ANZAC
Battalions (Command & Support), as well as at the New Zealand V Force HQ in Saigon. The initial
NEWZAD deployment included a few RNZEME personnel, as did the latter NZATTV.

Royal New Zealand Army Ordnance Corps (RNZAOC)

Some 50 RNZAOC personnel served in the Headquarters of the 1st Australian Logistic Support
Group [1 ALSG] following the formation of the 1 ATF in June 1966. Along with other New Zealand
branches of service RNZAOC personnel went about their business with their Australian
counterparts in all aspects of the Groups support functions for Australian and New Zealand forces
in Vietnam.

Royal New Zealand Armoured Corps (RNZAC)

Members of the Royal New Zealand Armoured Corps served with the 3rd Cavalry Regiment of the
Royal Australian Armoured Corps, 161 Bty RNZA, V Force HQ, the ANZAC Battalions (Command
and Support), Vand W Companies RNZIR, 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment (U.S Army), 1st
Australian Logistic Support Group, and NZAATV. Additional short-term postings included
detachments to several U.S Cavalry units.

Royal New Zealand Army Medical Corps (RNZAMC)

Most personnel from the Royal New Zealand Army Medical Corps served with the New Zealand
Services Medical Team (NZSMT) or otherwise stationed at the New Zealand V Force Headquarters
in Saigon and at 1 ALSG. After combat troop withdrawals in 1971 several RNZAMC personnel were
part of the NZAATV teams.

Royal New Zealand Army Service Corps (RNZASC)

Although the Royal New Zealand Army Service Corps was not represented as a unit in the New
Zealand contingent to Vietnam over 140 RNZASC personnel served throughout the war as medics
in 161 Bty RNZA, Victor and Whisky Companies RNZIR, and 4 Troop NZSAS, as well as in
administration and advisory roles in New Zealand V Force HQ in Saigon, 1 ALSG, and as members
of 1 NZATTV.

Royal New Zealand Corps of Signals (RNZSigs)

Members of the Royal New Zealand Corps of Signals served in all New Zealand units in Vietnam,
including RNZA, RNZIR, NZSAS, and V Force HQ. Some served as intelligence officers with 1ATF.
The last commander of 1INZATTV (5 Dec 1972 - 13 Dec 1972), Major TD Macfarlane, was from
RNZSigs.

New Zealand Attachments to United States Army, Air Force and Navy
More than a dozen New Zealand servicemen, mostly Commissioned Officers from the Royal New
-13-



Zealand Armoured Corps, spent periods of time attached to a wide range of American (and Thai
and Korean) units throughout the war. These were not always formal postings as such. Some of
these attachments were planned as part of officers' career planning by Defence Headquarters;
others were opportunity attachments through contact with Allied commanders at many levels.
Exact figures are not known. These were attachments in addition to the 161 Bty RNZA's initial
attachment to the 173rd Airborne Brigade 1965-1966, the 20 or so RNZAF personnel who
throughout the war served with the USAF as forward observers, and the two RNZAF detachments to
the USMC Marine Attack Squadron 311 (VMA-311) in 1970.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Ze...he_Vietnam_War)/.

Nguén: https://hoiquanphidung.com/hgpd4/showthread.php?28889-QU%C3%82N-
L%E1%BB%B0C-HO%C3%80NG-GIA-%C3%9AC-trong-CU%E1%BB%98C-CHI%E1%BA%BEN-
VI%E1%BB%86T-NAM
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