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DAN NHAP

Ngay 17/8/2016, S& in & duc hién kim Uc-dai-lgi (Royal Australian Mint, thudng goi tét La
“the Mint”) da cho phat hanh dong 5 Uc kim bang kim loai, danh riéng cho gidi suu tam.

Pong 5 Uc kim nay hinh tron, mot mat - cling gidng nhu bat ¢ gidy bac, dong tién kim loai
nao khac ctia Uc-dai-loi - c6 hinh Nt hoang Elizabeth dé Nhi, con mat kia cé hinh cay
Thanh gia trong rirng cao-su Long Tan, véi hang chr “BATTLE OF LONG TAN 1966”.

https://www.ramint.gov.au/two-dollars

Uc Phat Hanh 2 P6 - C& Vang Viét Nam
Coéng Hoa & Péng Minh - D& Ky Niém
50 Nam Ruat Quan (1973-2023)
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Cung véi viéc phat hanh dong 5 Uc kim néi trén, Chinh phu Lién bang Uc-dai-lgi da ra
mot Thong cao Bao chi, cé doan chinh nhuv sau:

“Trudc ngay ky niém 50 ndm tran danh Long Tan, S& in & duc hién kim Uc-dai-lgi da phat
hanh dong tién twdng niém dac biét danh riéng cho gidi suu tAm (commemorative
collectible coin) dé twdng nhd cac chién binh da chién ddu va hy sinh tinh mang trong tran
danh nay.”

Nam muoi nam trudc, vao ngay 18/8/1966, tai mot rirng cao-su gan lang Long Tan, tinh
Binh Tuy, 108 chién binh Uc-dai-lgi va Tan-tay-lan da phai duong dau véi mét luc lwong dich
trén 2000 gom bd ddi chinh quy Bac Viét va Viét Cong trong Nam. Trong trdn danh dugc ghi
nhan la l&n nhat cdia quan doi Uc trong sudt thdi gian tham chién tai Viéet Nam, da cé téng
cong 17 quan nhan Uc tlr tran, 25 ngudi bi thuong trong dé c6 mot ngudi khdng qua khai.

Vao dip tudng niém 3 nam tran danh nay, mot cay Thanh gia da dugc dung lén tai rirng cao-
su Long Tan dé ghi nhé nhirng ngudi da chién d4u va hy sinh trong suét cudc chién, va biéu
tugng dac biét nay (cay Thanh gia trong rirng cao-su) da dugc dua lén mat dong tién co
duong kinh 3.874 cm (1.5 inch).” (PHU LUC: Thanh gia Long Tan)

Suviéc 4m long nay (phat hanh dong tién tudng niém tran Long Tan) khong phai tu dung ma
c6, trai lai né da dugc tra bang mot gia rat dat.

Cai gia ay khong chi la cong stc chién dau, phuc vu clia hon 61.000 quan nhan Uc, trong
do c6 521 ngudi da hy sinh, han 3000 ngudi bi thuong tat trong cudc chién, ma con la nudc
mét t0i nhuc, la cudc chién kién cudng bat khuat clia cuu chién binh Uc va Bong Minh -
trong do co cac cyu quan nhan QLVNCH tai Uc - trén mat tran tuw twdng trong sudt bao nam
qua, dé danh bai cac thé luc phan chién thién ta da lam mua gio trong suét hai thap nién
1960, 1970.

Khd&i dau vao thang 8 nam 1962 va cham ddt vao thang 12 nam 1972, cudc tham chién cla
luc lugng Uc-dai-lgi tai mién nam Viét Nam da duogc ghi nhan 1a “cudc tham chién dai nhat
trong lich s&r Quan Luc Hoang Gia Uc-dai-loi”. Khong chi dai nhat ma con gay tranh luan
gay gat nhat, va gy chia ré tram trong nhat tai quéc gia nay.

V3o thdi gian ctia cao trao phan chién, nhirng ndm dau thap nién 1970, méi khi cé phi co
chd céc lue lwong Uc rat quan vé nude dép xudng Can ci Khdng quan Fairbairn & gan thu
do Canberra, cho du da phai dap trong dém t6i, da ludén ludén bi cac luc lugng phan chién
thién ta “dan chao” & ngoai cong dé nhuc ma.

Nhung cudi cung, chinh nghia da thang, cho du khong thang ngoai chién dia cling thang
trén chinh trudng, va quan trong khéng kém, trong long ngudi. Gitra thap nién 1980, cung
vGi phong trao “Welcome Home” & Hoa Ky dé vinh danh céc cuu chién binh My tirng tham
chién tai Viét Nam, danh du clia cac chién si dong minh Uc cling dugc phuc hoi.



Cubc tudn hanh “Welcome Home” tai Sydney (1987)

Ngay 3 thang 10 ndm 1987 tai Sydney, thanh phd l&n nhat nuéc Uc, da dién ra cudc tuan
hanh vi dai véi su gép mat clia trén 25.000 cuu chién binh Uc titng tham chién tai Viét Nam,
dan dau bdi than nhan ruét thit cGia trén 500 chién binh da hy sinh, trén tay méi ngudi cam
mot la quéc ky Uc “thay mat cho ngudi da chét”, trudc sy hoan hd nong nhiét clia hang
tram nghin ngudi dan Uc xudng duding dé chao mirng. Tiép theo la cac cudc tuan hanh tai
cac thanh phé tha phu tiéu bang khéc, nhu Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth... va sau
cung tai thi dé Canberra vao nam 1992.

[Chinh khi thé cua cdc cuwu chién binh, su’ung hé nhiét tinh cta céng chudng trong cuéc
tudn hanh vi dai néi trén tai Sydney da dan dua téi viéc Thu tuéng Uc Bob Hawke céng bé
quyét dinh [4y ngay 18 thdng 8 hang nam, ngay ky niém chién thang Long Tan (Long Tan
Day) lam Ngay cuu chién binh Uc tham chién tai Viét Nam (Vietnam Veterans Day)]

Diéu can ghi nhan la tat ca cac cudc tuan hanh nadi trén déu cé sy tham gia dong dao cua
tap thé cwu quan nhan QLVNCH tai Uc.

T6i thang 9 nam 2012, ky niém 50 ndm (1962-2012) ngay Quéan Luc Hoang gia Uc-dai-lgi
tham chién tai Viét Nam, ngudi Viét quéc gia tai Uc da td chirc nhiéu sinh hoat déc biét dé
vinh danh va tri an céc luc luong Uc da gép phan md héi xuong mau trong céng cudc chién
dau bao vé ly tudng Ty Do tai mién Nam Viét Nam, chong lai cudc xam luge clia cong sén
Bac Viét.

N&m nay, nhap dip ky niém 50 ndm chién thang Long Tan, ching téi mdi déc gia cung diém
lai cudc tham chién day chinh nghia 4y ctia Quan Luc Hoang gia Uc-dai-lgi tai mién Nam
VN.
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TIEN BON cua THE GIOI TU’DO

Nam 1957, thoi gian cuéc Chién tranh Lanh gilra hai khoi tu ban va cong san da tdi giai
doan gay gat, quyét liét nhat, mién nam Viét Nam - tirc Viét Nam Cong Hoa - trd thanh tién
don chéng cong ctia Thé Gidi Tw Do, Tong thong Ngd Dinh Diém, vi Téng thong tién khdi cla
Viét Nam Céng Hoa, md& cubc cong du Hoa Ky va nhiéu qudc gia dong minh.

—————

/ 7 ~
A/ 4

T6ng théng Ngé Binh Diém céng du Uc-dai-loi ndm 1957, duo'c Tha tudng Robert Menzies
(di phia sau) chao don

Ngay 2/9/1957, Téng théng Ngo Pinh Diém t6i Uc, duge ca dang Tu Do cuia duong kim Tha
tudng Robert Menzies lAn dang Lao Dong hét long ting hd. Sau khi doc dién van tai ludng
vién Quéc Hoi, T6ng thong Ngb Dinh Diém da dugc trao tang huan chuong danh dy Knight
Grand Cross of the Order of St Michael and St George, la huan chuong cao quy nhat danh
cho nhitng nguai khong phai than dan cua N hoang Anh.

T6i nam 1962, sau khi Dang Céng San Viét Nam - lic dé nup dudi danh xung “Dang Lao
Dong Viét Nam” - cho thanh l&p Mat Tran Dan Toc Giai Phong Mién Nam (MTDTGPMN), m&
man cho cudc chién tranh du kich v&i &m muu lat d6 chinh pht VNCH, Tong théng Ngb
Dinh Diém da chinh thirc yéu cau sy trg gilp clia cac nudc dong minh trong Thé Gidi Ty Do.
Hoa Ky la quéc gia dau tién dap rng qua viéc guri cac ¢6 van quén sy tdi mién nam Viét
Nam. Sau dé lan lugt la 4 thanh vién khac trong khéi SEATO (Southeast Asia Treaty
Organisation: Lién Phong Dong Nam A) gom Uc-dai-lgi, Tan-tay-lan, Phi-luat-tan, va Thai-
lan. V& phia cdc ddng minh khéng ndm trong kh&i SEATO c6 Pai Han Dan Qudc (Nam Han)
va Trung Hoa Dan Quéc (Pai-loan).

Trong s6 7 dong minh ndi trén, chi cé Hoa Ky, Uc-dai-lo’i, Tan-tay-lan, Nam Han, va Thai-lan
guri cac daon vi tac chién. Con Trung Hoa Dan Qudc chi giti mot Phai bd Co van Chién Tranh
Chinh Tri, va Phi-luat-tan guri cac toan Dan su vu.
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Uc-dai-lgi va Tan-tay-lan ciing la hai thanh vién than thiét nhat véi Hoa Ky, bdi vi truéc do,
vao ndm 1951, ba quéc gia nay da cung nhau ky k&t Hiép Udc An Ninh H6 Twong ANZUS
(Australia - New Zealand - United States).

Su tham du ctia Uc-dai-lgi vao cudc chién Viét Nam dugc thuc hién qua hai linh vuc: c6
van quén su va tac chién.

I- Cé van Quéan sy (1962-1972):

Khéng mot ai, ké ca ngudi My, cé thé phi nhan thuc té: trong ca khdi Thé Gidi Ty Do, khdng
quan déi nudc ndo co6 kha nang “chéng du kich” chuyén nghiép va hitu hiéu cho bang quan
doi Uc. Kha nang dy cé dugc la nhd truyén thong sén c6 va tich Ly kinh nghiém trong thoi
gian tham gia cu6c chi€n chéng phi€n quan céng san tai Ma-lai, tir nam 1955 tdi 1960.

Cubc chién nay dugc ngudi Anh goi la “The Malayan Emergency”, khdi sy vao nam 1948.
Luc lugng dich la “Giai phdng quan” ciia Bang Cong San Ma-lai. Ty cai tén goi “Giai phong
quéan” da cho thay c6 ban tay cia Trung Cong nhing vao. Trén thuc t€, lanh tu Chin Peng
(Tran Binh) va da s6 “Giai phéng quén” cung nhirng ké Ung ho déu la ngudi gbc Hoa.

Thoi gian may nam dau, tinh hinh ngay cang trd nén toi té vdi cac cudc tan cong clia quén
phién loan nhdm vao luc lwvgng Anh — Ma-lai, cling vdi cac cudc khing b8, 4m séat (trong s8
ngudi bi am sat, cé ca Cao Uy Anh tai Ma-lai).

Mot toén tién sét chéng du kich cta Uc tai Méa Lai

Nhung tir khi quan Uc dugc dua sang thi gié bat dau xoay chiéu. Lgi thé cua hinh thai chién
tranh du kich dua vao yéu t8 “ta thay dich ma dich khong thay ta”. T dé, ngudi Uc nhan
dinh: néu c gilr thé th, sé khong bao gid danh bai dugc du kich quan céng san, ma phai
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san lung dich va ch déng tan cong. Nhirng gi xay ra tai mién Nam Viét Nam sau nay da
chi'ng minh kha nang chéng du kich “than sau quy khéc” ctia quan Uc; qua do, yéu t6 “ta
thay dich ma dich khong thay ta” thay vi la s@ truong cla “du kich quan” Viét Coéng, da tr&
thanh uu diém cla “phan du kich quan” Uc!

Theo cuén “Vietnam” clia st gia quan doi Paul Ham, trong mét cudc hoi thao gilra hai phia
Hoa Ky va Uc dién ra tai Canberra vao thang 5 nam 1962, chinh Ngoai trudng My Dean Rusk
da phai nhin nhan “luc lwong quan sy My biét rat it vé chién thuat chéng du kich trong rirng
nui”, va yéu cau sy trg giup clia phia Uc.

K&t qua, mot don vi ¢6 van Uc tai Viét Nam dugc cap toc thanh lap, vdi danh xung
“Australian Army Training Team in Vietnam” (AATTV), thudng dugc ngudi Uc goi mot céch
ngan gon la “The Team”, do Pai t4 Francis Philip “Ted” Serong, mét ngudi hung quan doi
(tirng duge an thudng huan chuang OBE), chuyén gia chéng du kich ndi ti€éng bac nhét cla
Uc, cam dau.

Todn C6 Van Uc t6i Viét Nam (1962)

Ngay 31/7/1962, Dai ta Serong t&i Sai Gon, va ba ngay sau, toan c6 van dau tién cta The

Team gom 30 ngudi (15 si quan va 15 ha si quan) cé nhiéu kinh nghiém chéng du kich & Ma-

lai dat chan xudng phi trudng Tan Son Nhat. Nhiém vu chinh ctia The Team a ph6éi hgp vdi
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céc co van My (MACV) trong viéc huan luyén quan déi VNCH vé chién thuat chdng du kich;
vi thé, da sd thanh vién ciia The Team da dugc uu tién dua tdi cac trai Dan su Chién dau
(CIDG: Civilian Irregular Defense Group, ngudi Viét thuong goi la Biét kich My).

Nhin chung, su ph6i hgp gilta The Team va cac c6 van My dugc mo ta la tot dep, tuy nhién
cling khéng thé tranh khoi nhirng bat dong, tham chi dung do, tir cdp thap nhat t&i cép cao
nhat. Hién nay, tai lieu quan st ctia Uc van con ghi lai cudc “dung dd nay lra” (nguyén van:
violent challenge) trong mot budi héi thao vé dé tai “chéng du kich quan céng san”, t6 chirc
tai Ngi Giac Dai ngay 23/5/1963, gilra Dai ta Ted Serong v&i Trung tudng Victor “Brute”
Krulak — mot ngudi hung ctia TQLC My trong chién tranh Triéu Tién.

Thé nhung trén chién truong, hai phia dong minh da ludn ludn sat canh. Ngay 6/7/1964,
trong luc chéng tra cudc tan cong cua luc luong Vit Cong va quan chinh quy Bac Viét vao
trai Biét kich Nam Dong gan bién gidi Lao, Chuan Uy Kevin Conway ctia The Team va
Thugng st Nhat Gabriel Alamo cla Luc Lugng Déc Biét My (USSF: US Special Forces, tic
Green Berets) da anh ding hy sinh, x4c nam bén nhau trong mét cai hé chién ddu & hang
rao phong thu.

Chuan Uy Kevin Conway dugc ghi nhan (& quan nhan Uc dau tién hy sinh trong lic chién
dau tai Viét Nam.

£
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Dai tg Serong quan séat vj tri Chuén uy Conway hy sinh

Cling theo tai liéu ctia Uc, Thuong s Nhat Gabriel Alamo bi t&r thuong ngay trong dot tan
cong dau tién clia quan cong san; con lai mét minh, Chuén Gy Kevin Conway dé binh tinh
str dung khau sung cdi dé “rot” mét cach vo cung chinh xac én dau dich quan. Dich quéan
cang tdi gan, tam dan cang thu ngan; cudi cung, khi dich tran vao hang rao phong thu,
Kevin Conway da ban thang l&n trdi, dé dan c8i rét xudng dau dich, va xuéng ca céi hd cla
minh. K&t qua, dich quan da khdng thé tié€n xa han, va phai rat lui trude strc chién dau cua
lwe luwgng phong thu.



Trude hanh dong chién dau ding cam va guong hy sinh anh hung ctia ¢d Chuén ay Kevin
Conway, Dai ta Ted Serong da glti ban dé nghi xin truy tang huédn chuong Victoria Cross —
huan chuong cao quy nhat ctia Uc do vi Téng Toan Quyén dai dién N hoang quyét dinh va
trao gan - nhung don da bi B6 Quéc Phong Uc bac.

Theo hoi ky cuia Dai ta Ted Serong (sau nay lén cdp Chuéan tuéng), nguyén nhan don bi bac
1A vi trén nguyén tac, viéc ngudi My sir dung luc lugng Dan su Chién dau (Biét kich MY) 1a
bat hgp phéap, cho nén ho da gilr bi mat t&i mdre tdi da. Vi thé, viéc truy tdng huan chuong
Victoria Cross ¢6 Chuan Uy Kevin Conway cung v&i ban tuyén duong cong trang (bat budc
phai cé), chang khac nao “vach &o cho ngudi xem lung”!

VIET THEM:

Ngay 8y, cling vi hoat déng bi méat cua luc lwong Dan suw Chién dau (Biét kich My), cho nén
da khéng cé co quan truyén théng nao tudng thuat day du vé tran phan céng ddm mau &
trai Biét kich Nam Dong, cach Da Nang 50 cay s& vé hudng tay, nam sat bién gidi Lo - Viét.
Trong hai ngay 5 va 6/7/1964, moét luc lugng lue dich khoang 1000 tén, gom quan chinh quy
B&c Viét va Viét Cong dia phuong, ma& cudc tan cong Trai, do 300 biét kich ngudi Kinh, 60
biét kich ngudi Nung, 12 quan nhan LLDB My va mét cé van Uc (Chuéan Uy Kevin Conway)
tran gilr. K&t qua, sau hai ngay giao tranh ddm mau, dich van khéng chiém dugc trai, phai
rat lui, dé€ lai 63 xac chét tai trén (chua ké s6 xac chét dugc déng bon mang theo); thiét hai
cuta luc lugng ban gom 115 biét kich Viét chét va bi thuong, 10 quan nhan dong minh t&r
thuong, gom 9 ngudi My va mot ngudi Uc duy nhat cé mat tai trai — tic Chuén Gy Kevin

Conway.
* % %

Trd lai vi The Team, tdi thang 9/1964, téng s6 l&n tdi 73 ngudi, rdi 112 ngudi vao thang
6/1965, va cudi cung la 217 ngudi vao thang 11/1970.

Nhiém vu chinh ctia The Team la c0 van truc ti€p tai mat tran - viét mot cach chinh xac hon
l& vira c6 van vira chi€n dau - va cing co khi chi huy cac toan Biét kich ngudi Thugng. Céc
thanh vién cia The Team dugc phan bé di khap nai, thudng hoat déng riéng & (nhu trong
trudng hop Chuén ay Kevin Conway), hodc hai ngudi; chi trong truding hgp dac biét mdi két
hop thanh toan, nhung cling khong qué 10 ngudi. Lan duy nhat c6 sutham du dong dao
clia cac thanh vién 14 budi l& dén nhan huan chuong cao quy US Army Meritorious Unit
Commendation ctia Hoa Ky, do Pai tuéng Abrams, Tu' lénh Quan Doi Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam,
trao tai thi xa Ving Tau ngay 30/9/1970.

Dau nam 1971, The Team md& khda huén luyén chéng du kich dau tién cho cac quan nhan
QLVNCH tai Jungle Warfare Training Centre & Nui Dat, thudc tinh Phuée Tuy. Phai chi phia
Hoa Ky nh& ngudi Uc lam cong viéc nay tir gitra thap nién 1960, cong viéc chong lai du kich
quan cong san @ mién nam VN da tot dep hon rat nhiéu!
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Nam 1972, khi Luc Lugng Bac Nhiém clia Uc da rat hét vé nudc, The Team van tiép tuc & lai
Viét Nam, v@i nhiém vu huén luyén chién thuat chéng du kich cho phia VNCH va Quan doi
Quéc gia Khmer.

The Team chi chdm dt hoat dong vao ngay 18/12/1972, dugc ghi nhan la don vi Uc phuc
vu tai Viét Nam lau nhéat (trén 10 ndm), va cing la don vi cé ty l& quan nhan dugc an thudng
huy chuong cao nhéat, trong dé cé bon ngudi dugc huan chuong cao quy Victoria Cross.

ll- Lye lwgng tham chién (1965 -1972):

Ngay 8/8/1964, mot phi dbi van tai co Caribou ha canh xudng phi trudng Ving Tau va dat
can c tai day, dugc ghi nhan la don vi dau tién cia Quan Luc Hoang Gia Uc-dai-loi téi
tham chién tai Viét Nam. Tir d6 cho téi cudi nam 1972, han 61.000 quan nhan thudc Hai,
Luc, Khong Quan Uc da lan lugt téi phuc vu tai Viét Nam, va trong sé dy, 521 ngudi da hy
sinh vi ly twédng Ty Do.

A- Luc Quan:

Ngay 29/4/1965, Thu tuéng Uc Robert Menzies (dang Ty Do) loan béo viéc chinh ph Uc
chinh thirc nhan dugc yéu cau tir phia Hoa Ky trong viéc gia tang yém trg quan sy, va chinh
pht Uc quyét dinh glri mot tiéu doan bo binh sang chién dau tai Viét Nam, vi theo |&i 6ng
Menzies,“viéc Cong San chién thang tai mién nam Viét Nam sé 1l m&i de doa vé mat quan
sy truc ti€p vao nén an ninh cua Uc”.

Hon mét thang sau, Tiéu Poan 1 thudc Trung Doan Hoang Gia Uc-dai-lgi (1st Batallion,
Royal Australian Regiment, viét tat 14 1 RAR), cung v&i mét chi doi thiét van xa M-113 va cac
don vi tiép liéu, da dugc mau ham HMAS Sydney van chuyén sang Viét Nam.



Sau khi tgi noi, Ti€u Doan 1 hoat dong vdi tu cach mot don vi truc thudc L Doan 173 Nhay
DU Hoa Ky, dia ban hoat dong la lanh thé tinh Bién Hoa.

Mac du Tiéu Doan 1 cling da danh vai tran vdi tu cach mot don vi doc lap, sau do6 ca hai
phia My - Uc da cung nhau théa thuan: cac don vi Uc dugc dua tdi Viet Nam trong tuong lai
sé dugc trao toan b trach nhiém lanh thd mot tinh nao dé, dé ho c6 thé “danh gidc theo
kiéu Uc”, khong lién hé gi t&i cac don vi ctia Hoa Ky.

Thang 4 ndm 1966, Luc Luong BDac Nhiém 1 Uc-dai-1gi (1st Australian Task Force, viét tat la
1 ATF) t&i Viét Nam, dat ban doanh tai Nui Dat, tinh Phudc Tuy, va Tiéu Poan 1 cham dit
truc thudc L Doan 173 Nhay DU Hoa Ky dé trd thanh mdt don vi trong Luc Lugng Pac
Nhiém.

Luc Lugng Bac Nhiém nay tuong duong mét don vi cap LI Doan (Brigade) clia Hoa Ky, gom
3 tiéu doan bo binh - gdm cac TieuPoan 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, va 8 clia Trung Doan Hoang Gia (tuc
1 RAR, 3RAR, 4 RAR, 5 RAR, 6 RAR, 7 RAR, 8 RAR) luén phién phuc vu - cong v&i mét chi
doan thiét van xa M-113, mét déi biét kich SAS, cung nhiéu don vi yém trg dat dudi su diéu
doéng ctia Lién Doan 1 Yém Tro Tiép Van (1st Australian Logistics Support Group) dat can cur
tai Ving Tau. Tdi cudi ndm 1967, Luc Lugng Dac Nhiém dugc tang cudng mot thiét doan
chién xa hang trung Centurion.

Mot todn Biét kich SAS cta Uc tai Phuéc Tuy

Vé nhiém vu, Luc Lugng Dac Nhiém Uc dugc trao toan bo trach nhiém gin gir an ninh lanh
thé tinh Phudc Tuy, trir mét vai thi tran l&n do phia VNCH chiju trach nhiém.

B- Khéng Quan:

Tinh t&i nam 1967, Khong Luc Hoang Gia Uc da c6 3 phi doan tdi hoat déngtai Viéet Nam,
gom:

- PhiBoan 35 Van Tai (No.35 Transport Squadron)
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Tién than L& phi déi van tai co Caribou tdi Viing Tau vao thang 8/1964 da nhac tdi & doan
dau. Do nhu cau doi hoi, ngay 1/6/1966, phi doi nay dugc nang cap véi danh xung No.35
Transport Squadron (Phi Doan 35 Van Tai), don trd tai phi trudng da chién Luscombe Field
gan can c Nui Dat. Tuy nhién vdi da s& quan nhan Uc phuc vu tai Viét nam, ho thich goi, va
cho tdi nay van con nhd, phi doan nay bang nickname “Wallaby Airlines” (Hang Khéng
Wallaby).

[Wallaby & mét loai déng vat déc thu & Uc, cting ho “dai thir” (chubt tdi) véi con kangaroo
nhung nhd hon]

Caribou cua Phiboan 35 Van Taiva tré em VN

V&i kha nang dap va cat canh trén nhirng phi dao thé so, cu'c ngén clia cac van tai co
Caribou, nhiém vu chinh cta Phi Doan 35 Van Tai la ti€p té€ cho céac Trai Biét Kich My ¢ Vung
2 va vung 3 Chién Thuat, cling nhu cho céc toan cé van Uc (clia The Team) & viing Tay
Nguyén.

*Phiboan 9 Truc Thang (No. 9 Helicopter Squadron)

Nhan vién cung vdi cac truc thdng UH-1 cua Phi Poan 9 Truc Thang duoc mau ham HMAS
Sydney van chuyén tdi Ving Tau ngay 6/6/1966, va tGi cudi thang, bay t&i dén tri & can cur
Nui Dat.

Nhiém vu clia Phi Doan 9 Truc Thang rat da dang, tir d6 quan, van chuyén thuong binh tdi

ti€p t&€ dan dugc cho chién trudng, tir rai truyén don kéu goi chién binh cdng san hoi chanh
cho tdi xit thudc khai quang tiéu diét hoa mau trong cac méat khu clia Viét Cong.
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Céc binh siTiéu Poan 7 RAR va UH-1 cta Phi Poan 9 truc thdng

T ndm 1967, sau khi dugc trang bi loai UH-1 d&i méi, cé trong tai lén hon, PhiDoan 9 Truc
Thang con phdi hop véi Phi Doi Truc Thang Hai Quan Hoang Gia Uc tai Viét Nam (Royal
Australian Navy Helicopter Flight - Vietnam) va luc lvgng truc thang ctia Luc Quan Hoa Ky
thuc hién nhirng phi vu cuc ky nguy hiém la dé va b8c nhirng toan tién sat cia QLVNCH
trong lanh thé Vung 3 Chién Thuét, va sang ca bén kia bién gidi Viét — Mién. Trong thdi gian
thi hanh nhiém vu nay, mot s6 phi co clia PhiDoan 9 Truc Thang da bi hoa luc dich bén ha
va bi thiéu hdly hoan toan.

Tinh t&i ngay 17/12/1971 - ngay phi d6i cudi cung ctia Phi Doan 9 Truc Thang rdi Ving Tau -
da c6 7 nhan vién phi hanh hy sinh.

*PhiPoan 2 Oanh Tac (No. 2 Bomber Squadron):

Phi Doan 2 Oanh Tac dugc trang bi oanh tac co tdm xa Canberra (tic B-57 trong Khong Luc
Hoa Ky va Khéng Luc VNCH), téi Viét Nam ndm 1967, don trd tai Can C& Khéng Quan Phan
Rang. Phi Doan hoat dong phéi hgp véi Khong Doan 35 Chién Thuéat (35th Tactical Fighter
Wing) cuia Khéng Luc Hoa Ky trong cac nhiém vu: oanh tac dudng mon H6 Chi Minh, co s@
hau can, vi tri déng quan cua Viét Cong va quan chinh quy Bac Viét trong ndi dia Viét Nam,
doi khi ca bén kia bién gigi Viét — Mién.
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RAAF Canberras on the ramp at Phan Rang. A84-231 and A84-233
Note the 750lb, wing-tip mounted bomb.

Oanh tac co' Canberra cua PhiPoan 2 Oanh Tac tai CCKQ Phan Rang

Phiboan 2 Oanh Tac r&i Viét Nam ngay 14/7/1971. Trong thdi gian 4 nam phuc vu tai Viét
Nam, Phi DPoan 2 Oanh Tac da mat 2 phi cd va 5 nhan vién phi hanh.

Ngoai 3 phi doan don trd thuong truc vira ké, tai Viét Nam, Khong Luc Hoang Gia Uc con cé
nhirng biét doi van tai sir dung van tai co C-130 Hercules cta hai Phi BDoan 36 va 37 Van Tai
(No.36, No.37 Transport Squadron) dat hau c & Uc.

Nhiém vu chinh ctia Phi Poan 36 VAan Tai la van chuyén binh si, v khi, tiép liéu cho céc don
vi Uc, va déi khi van chuy&n quan nhan va thudong dan Viét Nam.

Phi Doan 37 Van Tai, vdi cac phi co C-130 dugc trang bi dac biét, co nhiém vu chinh la cap
clru, chuyén chd thuong binh.

Ngoai ra, Khong Lu'c Hoang Gia Uc con biét phai mot toan gdm 6 nhan vién phi hanh tdi bay
chung trén cac phan lyc co F-4 Phamtom (2 chd ngbi) ciia Khéng Luc Hoa Ky trong cac phi

vu chién dau va khong tham. Bong thoi, Uc cling cung cap nhirng tién sat vién phi hanh
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(FAC: forward air controllers) bay chung vdi phia Hoa Ky trong cac phi vu huéng dan phi co
oanh kich va chdm toa d6 cho phéo binh.

Sau clung, khdng thé khong nhic téi doan N&*'Y T4 Phi Hanh ctia Khong Luc Hoang Gia Uc
(RAAF Nursing Service), dac trach viéc cham séc cac thuong binh trén phi co, di chuyén
trong ndi dia Viét Nam hoéc trén dudng bay vé Uc.

Ve lyc lugng khong phi hanh (non-flying) tai Viét Nam, Khéng Luc Hoang Gia Uc c6 Phi
Doan 5 Tao Tac (No. 5 Airfield Construction Squadron) dam trach cong viéc xay cat tai hai
can cr Ving Tau va Phan Rang; va luc luong phong thi can c (Air Defence Guards) tai hai
can c khéng quan noi trén.

* % %

Ngoai cac luc lugng phi hanh ké trén, tai mién nam Viét Nam ngay dy con c6 hai dan vi phi
hanh déc biét ctia Luc Quan va Hai Quan Uc. B6 la Phi Ddi Quan Sat Boc Lap 161 (161
Independent Reconnaissance Flight) ciia Luc Quéan va Phi Doi Tri'c Thang Hai Quan Hoang
Gia Uc tai Viet Nam (The Royal Australian Navy Helicopter Flight — Vietnam) cia Hai Quan.

* Phi D6i Quan S&t Doc Lap 161:

Sau khi Tiéu Doan 1 clia Trung Poan Hoang Gia Uc-dai-loi (1 RAR) t&i Viét Nam vao thang
6/1965, mac du nam dudi quyén diéu dong cua LirDoan 173 Nhay DU Hoa Ky, céc gidi
chtrc Luc Quan Uc van cho thanh lap mot phi déi quan sat dé yém tro hoat doéng chia Tiéu
Poan 1, mang danh xung Phi B6i Quan Satbodc Lap 161 (161st Independent
Reconnaissance Flight, thudng dugc viét, goi tat la 161st Recce Flight). PhiDoi bat dau
hoat dong vao thang 9/1965, dat can cu tai Bién Hoa.

Phi d6i c6 danh hiéu truyén tin (callsign) la “Possums” (mot loai chudt séc dac biét & Uc
chau), st dung nhiéu loai phi co khac nhau, tir truc thang Sioux c6 16 si t&i phi cd lién lac
Cessna 180, tir phi co quan sat O-1 Bird Dog (tirc L-19) t6i phi co lién lac ban phan luc PC-6
Turbo Porter...

S OO
SLRY
A

“Ban doanh” Phi B6i Quan Satboc Lap 161
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Qua nam 1966, cung vdi viéc Tiéu Doan 1 ctia Trung Poan Hoang Gia sat nhap vao Luc
Lugng Bac Nhiém Uc, Phi Doi Quan SatBoc Lap 161 cling di chuyén vé Nui Dat. Bén canh
nhiém vu chinh la yém trg cho Luc Lugng Dac Nhiém Uc, Phi Doi con phdi hop yém trg cac
don vi Déng Minh, nhu SuDoan 9 Pai Han (tirc SuwPoan “Bach M&”, déng tai Tuy Hoa, Phan
Rang, Binh Dinh...).

Trong hon 4 ndm hoat dong tai Viét Nam, Phi Doi Quan Sat Doc Lap 161 da mat 12 phicova
3 phi céng hy sinh.

* Phi Doi Trweec Thang Hai Quan:

Vao gitra thap nién 1960, Hai Quan Hoang Gia Uc chi cé mét phi déi truc thdng “tac chién”
duy nhat v6i nhiém vu do tim tau ngam dich trong vung lanh hai ctia Uc. Ho hoan toan xa la
v@i nhirng phivu yém tro hoac phdi hgp véi cac luc lugng trén dat Lién.

Sau khi xay ra tran Long Tan vao thang 8/1966, chinh phu Ty Do da cho tang cudng luc
lwong tham chién tai Viét Nam. Thai gian nay, Hai Quan Uc hau nhu van ding vong ngoai
vdi nhitng chién ham biét phai cho Bé That Ham Dai clia Hoa Ky, vi thé Tha tudng Uc Harolt
Hold da quyét dinh Hai Quan Uc phai truc tiép tham chién bang phi co, dua téi viéc thanh

l&p thém mot phi déi truc thang “tac chién” chia Hai Quan v@i nhiém vu chién dau tai Viét
Nam.

K&t qua, vao thang 4/1967, 46 chang trai uu td nhat trong nganh phi hanh cta Hai Quan Uc
da dugc goi vé New South Wales dé thanh lap Phi Doi Truc Thang Hai Quan Hoang Gia Uc
tai Viet Nam (The Royal Australian Navy Helicopter Flight — Vietnam).

Ho gom 12 phi cong, 10 xa thd, va 24 co khi vién phi hanh (co phi), hAu hét xuat than tir Phi
DPoan 723 clia Hai Quan Hoang Gia Uc. Téng s6 nhan vién clia Phi Doi vé sau lén téi hang
tram, tirc la mot lue lwong tuwong duong véi mot Phi Boan ciia My hay VNCH, cho nén cling
khong cd gi ngac nhién khi vi chi huy Phi doi la mot sT quan cao cap: Hai Quan Dai Ta Neil
Ralph.

Sau may thang thuc tap dé lam quen vdi nhirng phi vu trén dat lién, Phi Doi Truc Thang Hai
Quan Uc duoc dua tdi Viing Tau vao thang 10/1967. Dé tranh b& ngd trong thdi gian dau,
Phi Doi dugc Bo Tu Lénh Dong Minh tai Viét Nam cho hoat dong chung vdi Phi Doan 135
Truc Thang clia Luc Quan Hoa Ky tai Vung 3 Chién Thuéat. Phi Doan nay chuyén vé tan cong
yém trg hon la chuyén quéan, cho nén Phi Doi Truc Thang Hai Quén Uc da rut tia dugc nhiéu
kinh nghiém xuong maul!

Thang 12/1967, Phi Boi Truc Thang Hai Quan Uc di chuyén vé can ci Blackhorse & tinh
Long Khanh dé dac trach viéc yém trg SuwDoan 18 B6 Binh QLVNCH. Tl ndm 1970, do nhu
cau chién trudong doi hoi cliing nhu do “tiéng thom” da dat dugc, Phi D6i con md& rdng hoat
dong xubng tdn U Minh & Vung 4 Chién Thuat, va tham du cudc hanh quan dai quy mé cua
QLVNCH sang lanh thé Cdm-bét, véi nhiém vu kho khan, nguy hiém la dua dén céc toén
trinh sat cua Lién Doan 3 Biét Dong Quan.
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Phi B6i Tru'c Thang Hai Quan Uc

Qua thai gian 4 ndm phuc vu tai Viét Nam, Phi B6i Truc Thang Hai Quan Uc da duogc ghi
nhan & don vi tham du nhiéu tran danh dAm mau nhat, va coé ty lé thuong vong cao nhat
trong sO tat ca moi don vi Uc tham chién tai Viét Nam.

~

Phi Do6i cling tao hai thanh tich “dau tién” sau day:

- Ngay 19/11/1967, Hai Quan Trung Uy phi céng Cassidio, lai chiéc mdt truc thang vo trang
UH-1C clia PhiD6i, liu chét dap xubng ti€p ctu hai chiéc UH-1H clia phia Hoa Ky bi dich
bén ha. Tré vé, Trung Uy Cassidio duoc Bo Tu Lénh Quan Doi Hoa Ky tai Viét Nam an thudng
Phi Ding B6i Tinh Hoa Ky (American Distinguished Flying Cross), huan chuong cao quy ma
cho t6i lic do, chuwa mdt nhan vién phi hanh nao cta chinh Phiboan 135 Truc Thang cla
Luc Quan Hoa Ky dugc an thudng!

Diéu dang budn la 9 thang sau, ngay 21/8/1968, trong phi vu giai ctu mét don vi VNCH bi
lot 6 phuc kich dich & Binh Tuy, chiéc truc thadng vé trang cia Trung Uy Cassidio bj ban ha.
Ong cuing véi mdt ngudi xa thl bi chét chay theo tau!

- Truwdc do, vao ngay 12/2/1968, trong phi vu yém trg mét luc lugng ctia SuDoan 18 Bo Binh
dang giao tranh vdi dich, chiéc truc thang vo trang UH-1H clia Hai Quan Trung Ta Patrick
Vicker bi tring dan phong khong clia dich. Mac du bi thuong nang, Trung Ta Vicker cling c6
gang lai phi co vé dap & don vi ban gan nhat, dé roi vai tiéng dong ho sau do tat thd vi
thuong tich & nguc va bung.

Ong dugc ghi nhan la phi cong dau tién cua Uc tor tran tai Viet Nam.
C- Hai Quan:
So sanh véi Luc Quan va Khong Quan, sy tham gia ctia Hai Quan Hoang Gia Uc vao cudc

chién Viét Nam dugc xem & mang tinh cach yém trg nhiéu hon la tham chién — trir Phi Doi
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Truc Thang Hai Quan vira dé cap tdi & trén.

Bat dau tir ndm 1962, cling vdi viéc toan c6 van Uc (The Team) t6i phuc vu tai Viét Nam, cac
khu truc ham ctia Hai Quan Uc ciing thay phién nhau cap bé&n Sai Gon véi muc dich tuyén
truyén, thé hién sy ting ho ctia “bong Minh Uc-dai-lgi” danh cho VNCH.

Thang 5/1965, “tuyén pha Ving Tau” (Vung Tau Ferry) dugc “khai truang” véi chuyén cép
bén lAn dAu tién ctia mau ham HMAS Sydney, van chuyén Tiéu Doan 1 cta Trung Doan
Hoang Gia Uc (1 RAR), cung véi chi doi thiét van xa M-113 va cac don vi tiép liéu t&i Ving
Tau.

HMAS Sydney (s6 hiéu: R17) nguyén & mot trong hai mau ham cuia Hai Quan Hoang Gia
Uc, mua lai tir Hai Quan Hoang Gia Anh sau Dé nhj Thé chién (chiéc kia la HMAS
Melbourne, s6 hiéu R21).

HMAS Sydney (Vung Tau Ferry) trén duong toi Viét Nam

Vi khéng c6 kha nang ti€p nhan céc loai phi ca hién dai, téi dau thap nién 1960, HMAS
Sydney dugc bién cai thanh tau van chuyén, va tir nam 1965 t&i nam 1972, da thuc hién 23
chuyén hai hanh tir Uc t6i Viing Tau, vi thé da dugc cac quan nhan Uc tang nickname “Vung

Tau Express” (Tau t6¢ hanh Ving Tau). Moi “chuyén tau téc hanh” 8y déu dugc mot luc
luwong ctia Hai Quan Uc ho tdng, cé lan gdm cd mau ham HMAS Melbourne.

[Vé sau, vao ndm 1975, HMAS Sydney duoc bédn cho Nam Han, va hon 10 ndm sau, tdi luot
HMAS Melbourne ciing duoc bén cho Trung Céng dé 14y sat vun]

V& chién ham, t&r ndm 1966 t&i ndm 1971, bdn khu truc ham cia Hai Quan Uc - gdm céc
chiéc Hobart, Perth, Brisbane va Vendetta - da dugc biét phai téi Dé That Ham Doi Hoa Ky.
Nhiém vu chinh clia céc chién ham nay la str dung hai phdo dé yém tro luc lugng ban trén
dat lién; va tham gia chién dich “Sea Dragon” (tén goi cua hoat déng tdn cong lanh thé Bac
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Viét bang hai phao).

Téng cong, trong thai gian hoat déng ngoai khai Viét Nam, cac khu truc ham clia Hai Quén
Uc da di hanh 397.484 hai ly va ban trén 100.000 vién dai bac.

Bén canh hoat dong clia cac chién ham va Phi Doi Truc Thang Hai Quan Uc, khong thé
khong nhac téi hoat dong clia cac ngudi nhai Uc trong toan CDT3 (Clearance Diving Team
3).

CDT3 dugc dac biét thanh lap dé hoat déng tai Viét Nam, gdbm nhirng ngudi nhai uu tu
dugc tuyén chon tir CDT1 va CDT2. Nhiém vu cia CDT3 14 ki€m soét tau thuyén va do tim,
kham pha, va pha hdly bom min ctia quan céng san, khdng chi chung quanh cac chién ham
va hai cadng ma con ca trén cac song ngodi. Chinh nhiém vu nguy hiém va kho khan dy da
khién CDT3 dugc cac dong nghiép My né phuc.

lll- Kha nang & Thanh tich

Ngay &y, vi toan bé trach nhiém an ninh lanh thé tinh Binh Tuy dudc trao cho Luc Lugng
Pac Nhiém Uc, nén phia VNCH da khong cé nhiéu ngudi biét t&i cach thirc danh gidc va tai
thién chién ctia quan Uc.

Xin trich dich mét doan trong cuén Vietnam cla s gia quan déi My Paul Ham viét vé Tiéu
DPoan 1 clia Trung Doan Hoang Gia Uc-dai-gi (1 RAR), khi con ndm dudi sy dieu dong clia
L& Doan 173 Nhay Du Hoa Ky:

“Tiéu doan Uc dugc md ta la luc lugng tac chién an toan nhat trong chién tranh Viét Nam...
Céc chién binh Uc da cho thay ho c¢6 kha néng truy lung dich ma khéng tr& thanh muc tiéu
clia cac cudc phuc kich ddm mau vén da khién nhiéu quan nhan My thiét mang...

“Céc todn tuan tiéu ctia Uc khdng bao gid st dung cac con dudng mon hodc bang ngang
nhirng nai tréng trai, ma ho can than, &m tham lan tirng budc qua tirng bui tre, lum céy rdm
rap... Khdng cé gi buc boi cho béng di theo mdt todn tuan tiéu cua Uc bang rirng. Nhiéu khi
mat tdi 9 tiéng dong hd dé chi tién dugec mot dam. Ho di chuyén tirng budc mét, roi dirng
lai, lAng nghe, rdi budc tiép...”

V& phan cé nhiép anh gia Neil Davis (1934-1985) ndi tiéng ctia Uc, ngudi tiing lam phéng
vién chién truong & Viét Nam va Cam-bét trong 10 nam trdi, da tuyén bd vao nam 1983:

“Toi vo cung hanh dién vé quan Uc. Ho rat chuyén nghiép, dugc huan luyén rat ky ludng, va
ho chi danh nhau véi nhitng ngudi ma ho dugc dua tdi dé danh: Viét Céng. Ho cd gang
khong dé thudng dan bi lién luy, va thuong cé ty lé thuong vong thap hon phia Hoa Ky”.

[Hai nam sau, 1985, Neil Davis bj t&r thuong tai Vong-cac trong luc thuc hién phdng su'tai
chd vé mét cudc ddo chdnh cua quén dbi Thai-lan]

Cuu Dai ta My David Hackworth, quén nhan Hoa Ky dugc an thudng nhiéu huy chuong nhét
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trong chién tranh Viét Nam (24 huy chuong du loai) do long diing cam, dong thai cling la
mot ky gia quan doi, da nhan xét nhu sau:

“Quan Uc chi sir dung nhitng todn nhd dé tim dich, sau khi tim dugc mdi goi vién binh tdi
dé thanh toan. Ho diéu quén vdi sy tin tuwdng: chi can mot trung déi cling du kha nang xoay
s& khi dung tran”.

“Kha nang xoay sd khi dung tran” dy da dugc chirng minh qua tran Long Tan — mot chién
thang dé doi ctia quan Uc trudc mot luc luong dich dong hon gap 20 lan.

Vao thdi gian nay Luc Lugng BDac Nhiém Uc-dai-lgi mdi téi dat ban doanh & Nui B4t dugc
bén thang, céng viéc xay dung can cf van chua hoan tat.

Tran danh dién ra trong hai ngay 18 va 19/8/1966 trong rirng cao-su gan lang Long Tan & tinh
Phudc Tuy, gitra luc luwong Uc Wic ban dau chi cé 108 ngudi va luc lwong dich tir 1500 t&i
2500 quan céng san clia Trung Doan 275 (SuDoan 5), Tiéu Doan D445 Dia phuong Co
déng, véi su tang cudng cua it nhat mét tiéu doan quan chinh quy Bac Viét.

K&t qua, phia Uc chi cé 18 quan nhan bi thiét mang, phia cong san bd xac tai tran 245 tén,
chua ké s6 bi thuong hodc ti thuong dugc déng bon mang di.

Cho tdi nay, ty l& thuong vong cach biét t&i mirc khé tin néi trén van dugc website ctia Bd
Quéc Phong Uc hanh dién ghi nhan a “chua tirng cé trén thé gidi”!

Trudc khi xay ra tran Long Tan, tai tinh Phudce Tuy, luc lwgng cong san ludn ludn & thé chu
dong, nhung tir dé veé sau, cho t&i khi quan Uc rat di, phia cong san chi con nhitng hoat
dong du kich & té.

Vé phan quan Uc, cho t&i khi ngung moi hoat ddng tac chién va ban giao Can c Nui D4t
cho Quan Do6i VNCH vao ngay 16/10/1971, da tao thém nhiéu chién thdng oai hung khéc,
tat ca déu vai ty lé thuong vong (death ratio) 4:1 trd l&n - nghia & 1 mang linh Uc phai dugc
d&i véi it nhat 1a 4 mang Viét Céng - tuy nhién vi chién thdng Long Tan vira la tran dung do
quy mé dau tién, vira tao mot ky luc huyén thoai, cho nén méi khi nhac nhé téi cudc tham
chién tai Viét Nam, ngudi Uc sé lién tudng ngay t6i hai chit “Long Tan”!

PHAN KET
Cung vdi phong trao phan chién & Uc (do t6 chirc thién ta Vietnam Moratoriums sach dong)
ma dinh cao la cac cudc xudng duong biéu tinh clia hang tram nghin ngudi trong hai nam

1970 va 1971, trudc ap luc clia cir tri va ngay trong ndi bd dang Ty Do, ngay 18/8/1971, Thu
tuwdng Tu Do William McMahon da quyét dinh khdi sy rit quan Uc vé nuéc.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL FOD/71/0595/VN

Tong théng VNCH Nguyén Vian Thiéu trao qua cho céc binh si Uc hdi huong

Ngay 9/12/1971, Tiéu Doan 4 thudc Trung Doan Hoang Gia Uc-dai-lgi (4 RAR) la don vi luc
quan cudi cung lén mau ham HMAS Sydney hbdi huong.

Trong khi d6, cac c8 van trong “The Team” van tiép tuc & lai Viét Nam dé huén luyén chién
thuat chong du kich cho phia VNCH va Quan déi Quéc gia Khmer. Nhung ding 1 ndm sau,
khi Thu twéng Lao Dong khét tieng than cdng Gough Whitlam vira lén cam quyén, “The
Team” da dugc l&énh cham dut hoat dong vao ngay 18/12/1972 dé lén dudng vé Uc.

Ngay 11/2/1973, nudc Uc chinh thirc tuyén b6 chadm dit hoan toan moi can dy vao cudc
chién Viét Nam. Tha tuédng Gough Whitlam chinh thirc c6ng nhan ché do céng san Ha Noi
(trudc dé, dng ta cling la nha lanh dao tdy phuong dau tién cdng nhan ché dé cong san Bac
Kinh).

Mao Trach Bbéng va Tha tuéng Uc Gough Whitlam
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Cho nén ciing 1l mot diéu dé hiéu khi quan cong san Bac Viét chuin bj chiém Sai Gon vao
cudi thang 4/1975, cac van tai ca C-130 Hercules cta Khdng Luc Hoang Gia Uc tdi Viét
Nam vé&i nhiém vu di tdn cac nhan vién st quan Uc va 130 ngudi Viét gdbm nhan vién s
quén va than nhan (nhu da ha trude), Gough Whitlam da tan nhan ra lénh cho céc phi
cong Uc khong duge cho mot ngudi Viét nao budc én phi co, véi ly do “chinh phtt Uc da
quyét dinh khéng nhan ngudi ty nan Viét Nam”.

Nhung céi rui ctia ngudi nay doéi khi lai la cai may cho ngudi khac, ma trong truong hgp nay,
“ngudi khac” 8y chinh la cac em cé nhi trong chuang trinh nhan dao “Babylift” (Operation
Baybylift) do Khéng Luc Hoa Ky va Khéng Luc Hoang Gia Uc thuc hién: nhitng ché tréng ay
da giup thém khoang 100 em dugc dua ra khdi Viét Nam trong nhirng gio phut hdp héi cua
Sai Gon, nang téng s6 dugc dua sang Uc lén 281 em, trong d6 em nho tudi nhat méi lot

long me dugc 10 ngay.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL o PO1973.002

Céc nhan vién phi hanh Uc va tré mé c6i VN (Operation Babylift)

Nh{rng ngudi may man ké tiép la thuy@n nhan Viét Nam. Nguyén vao thang 4/1975, lanh tu
dang Tu Do kiém Lanh tu Lién minh Dai lAp Malcolm Fraser da khong tiéc oi chi trich quyét
dinh tan nhan ctia Thi twéng Lao Ddng Gough Whitlam. Sau khi danh bai Lao BDéng va trd
thanh Thd tuwéng vao cudi ndm do, 6ng Malcolm Fraser da “chuéc 16i” clia ngudi tién nhiém
bang cadch md réng vong tay dén nhan ngudi Viét ty nan cdng san. K&t qua, chi tinh trong
thdi gian 4 ndm cao diém 1979-1982, da c6 khoang 100.000 thuyén nhéan Viét Nam dugc
Uc nhan véi tu cach ty nan.

Nguyén Hiru Thién

Melbourne, thang 10/2016
(B6 tuc, cap nhat thang 9/2019)

PHY LYc: Thanh Gia Long Tan

Thénh Gig Long Tan (Long Tan Cross) la mét c8y thdnh gig duc bang bé-tdng, cao g&dn 3m,
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nang khoéng 100kg, la sang kién cla Trung té David Butler va Chuén dy James
Cruickshank, do Trung si Alan McLeand thuc hién 3 nam sau ngay xay ra trdn Long Tan, trén
c6 tdm plaque tudng niém céc binh st Uc da hy sinh trong trdn danh.

Vao chiéu ngay 17/8/1969, céy thanh gia duoc truc thdng dua téi vi tri da xay ra trdn dénh
dui s’ bdo vé an ninh cta cédc binh sithudc Tiéu Poan 6 Trung Poan Hoang Gia Uc-dai-loi
(6 RAR).

-ven

) J‘
iy

Sang ngay 18/8/1969, dung 3 nam ky niém trdn danh, cay thanh gia duoc dung én, va “Dai
ky niém Thanh Gia Long Tan” (Long Tan Cross Memorial) duoc “khanh thanh” trong mét
buéi 1 don so, cam dong do mot vi tuyén dy quan doi Uc chd tri, v&i 10 binh si da tham du

trdn danh dda'ng dan chao hai bén.

Sau khi quén céng san chiém mién Nam nam 1975, c8y thanh gié da duoc gido dén VN
dem di mét noi khac roi st dung lam bia twdng niém mét vi linh muc Céng Gigo (cd6 [é dé
che ddu ngudn géc?). T6i nam 1984, viéc nay bi nha cdm quyén cdng sén kham phd, cay
thanh gia bi tich thu du'a vé Vién Bdo Tang cla tinh Bong Nai & thanh phd Bién Hoa.

N&m 1989, sau khi CSVN “mé& ctra”, va Uc da tré' thanh mét trong nhifng quéc gia vién tro’
nhiéu nhat cho VN, céc cuu chién binh Uc tham chién tai Viét Nam, théng qua Bo Ngoai
Giao Uc, da van déng va duoc nha cdm quyén CSVN chép thuén cho téi thiét “Thénh Gi

Long Tan” tai vi tri cd & tinh Phuéc Tuy (nay thudc dat cda tu’ nhdn) véi mét thénh gié "ban
sao" (replica, cao khoang 2m).

Ttr dé, nhiéu cuwu quén nhan Uc cung than nhan, nhiéu cap lanh dao, va cd mot sé du khéch
khéng cé lién hé t&i cubce chién, khi téi VN da dén viéng Thanh Gia Long Tan. Bac biét vao
méi dip 18 thang 8, mét budi truy diéu chinh thi'c da duoc té chire, véi diéu kién khong
duoc méc quan phuc, khéng duoc deo huy chuong, va khéng duoc cir quéc thiéu Uc hay
bat ct* ban nhac quén hanh nao.

-22-



Thu twéng Uc John Howard va phu nhan tham viéng Thénh Gig Long Tan

V& phén céy Thanh Gia Long Tan “th4t” vao gilta nam 2012 da duoc Vién Bdo Tang Péng Nai
cho Uc “muon” dé trung bay tai vién bdo tang Australian War Memorial &'tht dé Canberra
tir ngay 17/8, va hoan tra cho phia Viét Nam vao thang 4/2013.

N&m 2016, nhdn déanh ddu 50 nam trdn Long Tan, Australian War Memorial da xin “muon”
lai Thdnh Gid Long Tan dé t6 chic & ky niém & thl d6 Canberra nhung bj tir chéi. Tru'dc tinh
thé nay, khodng 3,500 ngudi Uc, gdm cuu quan nhan tirng tham chién tai VN trong dé cé
nhing ngudi da truc tiép du trdn Long Tan, cung than nhéan, va du khdch Uc da kéo nhau
sang VN, dé t6 chirc budi ky niém 50 ndm tai Thénh Gig Long Tan "bdn sao".

Nhung méc du da déng “lé phi 12 Uc kim” cho méi ddu ngu'di, vao ngay néi trén, khi doan
ngudi con céch dia diém 200m, da bi mot luc luong cong an hing hdu ngan chan, bat quay
tré'ra.

Mé&c di nha cdm quyén CSVN khéng cho biét ly do, nhung moi ngudi déu hiéu nguyén séu
xa: viéc ngudi Uc ram ro ky niém “chién thdng Long Tan” chinh & khoi lai vét thuong long
“bai trdn” ctua CSVN!

Cling tir ngay 8y, ngudi Uc khéng con duoc phép tu tép tai Thénh Gid Long Tan dé c&’ hanh
bat ctr nghi thire gi.

Viéc budi ky niém bj ngdn cadm vao gid’ phut chét da khién céng ching Uc phan né; sau dé
dich than Tha tuéng Uc Malcolm Turnbull da phai “néi chuyén riéng” véi cdc nha lanh dao
CSVN Vvé viéc nay.

S& di phéi “ndi chuyén riéng” la dé nha cadm quyén CSVN khéng bi mat mat, ddng thoi doi
bén c6 thé “thuong luong” trong vong bi mét.
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Két qud, hon mot ndm sau, vao dau thdng 11/2017, hai tuén truéc khi Thi tuéng Uc
Malcolm Turnbull dét chan téi VN dé tham du Hoi Nghi Hop Tac Kinh Té A Chau - Thédi Binh
Duong (APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) l4n th( 29, t6 chuc tai Da Ndng, nha
cam quyén CSVN da 4m tham trao tré cdy Thdnh Gié Long Tan “that” cho Uc. Vira “cé
diém” v&i chinh pha Uc, vira “téng khi?” duo'c mot di vat biéu tuiong cho chién thdng oanh
liét cua ké thu xua.

Thanh Gia Long TAn du'o'c an vi vinh vién tai mdt phong trung bay trang trong trong
Australian War Memorial & tht dé Canberra, va vao ngay 6/12/2017, da chinh thi’c mé cho
cbng chung .

* Tai liéu tham khao:

1- Military History of Australia during the Vietnam War, Wikipedia

2- Vietnam - Australia’s Longest War, Vietnam War Veterans Association of Australia
3- The Royal Australian Air Force and the Vietnam War, Ministry of Defense (RAAF)

4- RAN Helicopter Flight Vietnam, Royal Australian Navy, 2009

* Hinh anh:

Australian War Memorial, Canberra

Nguén: https://hoiquanphidung.com/hgpd4/showthread.php?28889-QU%C3%82N-

L%ET1%BB%B0C-HO%C3%80NG-GIA-%C3%9AC-trong-CU%E1%BB%98C-CHI%E1%BA%BEN-
VI%E1%BB%86T-NAM

www.viethamvanhien.org

VIET NAM VAN HIEN [E"S

An Lac & T Cha www.viethamvanhien.info

TU SACH VAN HIEN ONLINE VO1 HON 11000 TAC PHAM
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