Su that vé Chuong trinh HO va
nhirng nguwoi c6 cong dau.!?

Sang nay, Ch Nhat 02-9-2017, la ngay TNS John McCain vira nam xuéng long dat
Annapolis (Nghia trang Hoc vién Hai quan/ the U.S. Naval Academy), Maryland, noi ma 6ng
da thu huén khda siquan Hai Quan nam 1958...

Trong nhiéu ndm gan day, ai cing twdng TNS John McCain la “cha dé” (tac gia) chuang trinh
HO (tu nhan chinh tri). HO a chir viét t4t ciia Humanitarian Operation, ma tén chinh thic
clia né la Special Release Reeducation Center Detainee Resettlement Program (Chuong
trinh tai dinh cu phéng thich dac biét tu nhan trung tam cai tao).

Su that, TNS John McCain khong phai la cha dé chuong trinh HO. Téi da cé mat &
Washington DC tir thdng 4 ndm 1979 nén hiéu rd sinh hoat chinh tri & thii d6 Hoa Thinh
bén.

Theo t6i biét, 3 ngu'di c6 cong dau trong Chuong trinh HO 1a Ba Khiac Minh Tho, Ba Bich
Luu va TNS John Warner (R-VA). TNS Warner gir chirc TNS tlr 1979 dén 2009, la chong th&
6 cua n({r tai tr Elizabeth Taylor. Ba Khic Minh Tho khai xuéng Chuong trinh HO va van dong
Qudc Héi. Ba Bich Luu van dong TNS John Warner. Con TNS Warner thi lam theo “lénh ba”
(Bich Luu).

Nh& co6 tay trong (TNS Warner) nén Chuong trinh HO m&i sdm thanh hinh (30-7-1989). Luc
dé, Ong John McCain mdi vira dac cir TNS dugc 2 nam.

Trude do, khi Ba Khiic Minh Thd vao Qudc Hoi gap John McCain thi 6ng ta dang la Dan Biéu
(1983-1987). Nén nhé rang: Ong McCain chi cé cong van dong cho dao luat McCain
Amendent. Pao luat nay duwgc TT Bush ky nam 2002, cho phép con cai da trwédng thanh
cua nhirng cwu si quan VNCH bi tu cai tao VC dwoc di My (the McCain Amendment
Restoring Refugee Status to the Families of Re-Education Camp Detainees).

Tai sao TNS Warner nghe |&i ba Bich Luu? Chuyén rat ly thi, do Ba Bich Luu ké cho Vinh
Liém nghe. Hai ngudi gap nhau trong thap nién 80. Luc do, TNS Warner dang déc than, vi da
ly dj Liz Taylor (1976-1982). Dudi méat nhin ctia Vinh Liém, Ba Bich Luu 1l mdt nit lwu, nhan
sac ven toan, thong thao ca Anh va Phap ng(r. TNS Warner da ngo y cudi Ba Bich Luu nhung
ba tlr chéi, vi 2 1&: 1) con cai phan déi; 2) lam vg nha chinh tri (chuyén nghiép) thi rat ban
ron. Ba chi lam ban ma théi. Téi noi vdi ba Bich Luu: “Sao chi khéng ung 6ng dé cong dong
minh dugc nhd?” Ba Bich Luu nheo mat tra (&i: “Minh muén gi thi 6ng dy san sang giup, dau
can phai la vg clia 6ng ta”. TNS Warner danh gilr tinh ban cho dén khi 6ng cudi ba vg sau,
Jeanne Vander Myde nam 2003.

Tr& lai cOng dau cltia Ba Khic Minh Tha. Nam 1975, Ba Khiic minh Tho dang lam viéc tai Toa

Dai s Viet Nam Cong Hoa & Manila, Phi Luat Tan. Ba dugc tin mién Nam Viét Nam bij that

tha ngay 30-4. Ba vo cung hoang mang, xin dugc trd vé Viét Nam ngay lap tlic vi chéng va

céc con con dang ket tai qué nha. Sau hai ndm cho dgi tai Phi Luat Tan, nha cdm quyén

Cong San Viét Nam nhat dinh khéng cho ba tr@ vé. Cudi cung, ba danh phai roi Manila va

ngay 29 thang 1 nam 1977, ba dat chan dén phi trudng Honolulu, ti€u bang Hawaii v&i bao
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ndi sdu mudn. Chéng con ba van con bén kia bd dai duong, khéng biét bay gid ho ra
sao..!1??

Tudng cling can nhéac lai, Ba lap gia dinh khi tron 18 tudi; & tudi 23 thi ba sanh dugc 2 ngudi
con. Khi dira con thi ba s&p chao ddi thi ba dugc tin chdng bi VC phuc kich chét trén
dudng di cong tac. Va bay gio, ngudi chong th hai cling dang bi tu Cong san.

Nam 1977, tin tr qué nha cho hay, ngay nao cling cé ngudi chét trong cac trai cai tao. Long
nhu lra d6t, ba quyét tm bang moi cach phai ciru ldy nhirng ngudi tu cai tao, trong dé cé
chong ba. Thé la ba ri nhirng ngudi phu nit cing hoan canh & Washington DC, Maryland va
Virginia phai tim cach |&n tiéng xin chinh quyén Hoa Ky gitup d&.

Ba Khuc Minh Tho la ngudi sang lap Hoi Gia Binh Tu Nhan Chinh Tri Viét Nam, va clng la 4n
nhan cuia hang tram ngan gia dinh tu cai tao ma chung ta hay goi la gia dinh H.O.

Pudc su hd trg ciia 6ng Shepard Lowman (Nam 1981, 6ng la Deputy Assistant Secretary in
the State Department Bureau of Refugee Programs) va vo la Hiép (g6c Chau Déc) Lowman,
vao thang 8 nam 1977, H6i Gia Binh Tu Nhan Chinh Tri Viét Nam dugc chinh thiic thanh lap
va khdi dau chi cé 8 thanh vién.

Méc du khdng hé nhéan tai trg cla bat cir moét té chirc hay ¢ quan chinh phl nao, ba cung
cac thanh vién da van dong thanh cong cho hang tram ngan gia dinh cyu tu cai tao dugc
dinh cu tai Hoa Ky, bén canh do 1a moét s6 cac nha van, nha béo tén tudi trudc ndm 1975
nhu Uyén Thao, Hoang Hai Thly, Thanh Thuong Hoang... Mac du tuéi da cao, ba van tiép
tuc tranh dau khong nglrng nghi cho con céi clia céc gia dinh H.O. dugc ra di theo dién
McCain.

Nhan day clng xin néi thém vé Chuong trinh H.O. Sau khi céi thoa hiép dugc ky vao ngay 30
thang 7 nam 1989, Ba Khuc Minh Tho ludn ludn tich cue van déng & Quéc hoi ciing nhu bén
Hanh phap. Téng th8ng Reagan la ngudi da ho trg ba va thau hiéu nhirng kho khan clia cac
ba vg chién siVNCH: xa gia dinh, khong c6 chdng, chéng con bi tu day...

Dén nam 1990 md&i c6 céi tén HO, chi tru'dc dé chi goi la ti nhéan chinh tri. Ba Khic Minh
Tho da van dong tir nam 1977, mai cho t6i 1989 thi thoa hiép md&i dugc ky

C6 lan toi hoi Ba Khiic Minh Tha: “Anh dau ma chi di mét minh hoai vay?” Chi bubn rau
dap: “Nam 1988, sau khi dugc tha ra khoi trai tu cai tao, vi hdu qua cuia nhitng nam thang
tu tdi, ng da tir tran hai ndm sau d6”. Sau khi mat chéng, ba van tiép tuc tranh d4u cho
hang ngan ho sa clia nhirng gia dinh H.O. gap khé khan khi vao phong van hay bi tir chéi. Ba
l&y niém vui ctia nhirng gia dinh H.O. khac lam niém vui ctia minh.

Ba Khuic Minh Tha cho biét: Trudc khi ky cai thoa hiép ngay 30 thang 7 nam 1989, ba da lén
New York dé gap dai st Viét Cong tai Lién hiép qudc & New York, tén a Trinh Xuan Lang. Ba
yéu cau Viét Nam hay tha va cho nhirng ngudi tu nhan dugc ra di dinh cuw @ Hoa Ky. D6 la
di@u ma ba lam dé ban thda hiép dugc ky dé dang hon.

Sau khi ho da téi Hoa Ky, cai muc tiéu chinh ctia Hoi la dé ho dugc lam lai cudc doi trén dat
nudc tu do, va cai man nguyén duy nhat ctia Hoi Gia Dinh Tu Nhén la con chau cla tu nhan
chinh tri dugc tién than noi vung dat mdi...

Theo t6i dugc biét, 00hién gio vira tl nhan vira gia dinh ctia ho cé khoang 300 ngan ngudi &
Hoa Ky. D6 la dai gia dinh cla tu nhan chinh tri Viét Nam, mot mai &am cla dai gia dinh.
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Ba Khuc Minh Tho cho phéng vién dai VOA biét: “Bay gid cai niém vui cua toi la mbi khi toi
gap dugc anh em H.O., tl nhan chinh tri va toi thay lai cai niém vui va hanh phuc clia tat ca
may anh em tu nhan la niém vui clia ca nhan t6i."...!1???7?
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