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Kim Loan

hinh tac gia

Tén that: Nguyén Thj Kim Loan, sinh ndm 19686, (a c6 gido tiéu hoc khi con & Viét Nam. Vuot
bién va séng &' trai ty nan Thailand ttr 1989-1993. Binh cu’ tai Canada tir 1994 dén nay. Tac gia
nhén giai dac biét VVNM 2021.

Vg chong tbi, co mot diém “hoa hgp” khi dén vdi nhau, dé la cung tirng v tan ...mai tinh dau
v3i xi* Hoa Ky.

H6i t6i & trai ty nan, tray trat bon nam trdi mdi vugt qua cudc thanh loc dang ghét, va khi gap
phai doan My phéng van thi bi t&r chéi, méc du téi cé day du gia dinh & bén.

Con chong t6i, ca giong ho rd nhau di vugt bién rat s6ém, nam 1977 khi ca mién Nam dang vao
con tan ta dudi ban tay cua “bén thadng cudc”. Trong khi & trai Ma Lai chd phai doan My, thi
phai doan Canada lon ton xuét hién, gia dinh chdng t6i ndn ndng thoat khoi cudc song tu tang
& trai nén nham mat dwa chan qua Canada dinh cu ludn mdt l&o. Sau dé, chéng téi di hoc,
vao cép ba roi Dai Hoc, quyét chi thuc hién gidc mo My Qudc nam xua, bén nép vao truong
Dai Hoc tai New York. Khi n6p don thi hao hing, dén khi dugc nhén thi bi ba ma chong “ban
ra”, vi sg tén kém vdi so “student loan” qua Lén, chong toi cling bi nan chi, khéng qua dé hoc
nira.

Du sao, Canada va My cling la hang xém. Chung téi quen dan véi x(&t lanh tinh nong, hang nam
lai hao hirng vdi nhirng chuyén du lich dé day. Ai di dong di Tay, ai di xa di gan, ch( gia dinh t6i,
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ngoai vai lan di Mexico, chong toi di Conference bén Cuba, Puerto Rico, con lai nhirng chuyén
vacation déu trong Canada va My. V&i 50 tiéu bang ctia My va 12 tinh bang bao la clia
Canada, biét bao nhiéu canh dep tuyét vdi, can gi phai di dau cho xa xoi!

Di cruise thi téi kién quyét la khéng bao gid (du van biét never say never). Th nhat L téi hay
bi say song, thi hai, quan trong hon, la chuyén vugt bién cua tdi 30 ndm trudce, tau bi mua
bao, may thoat nudc bi hu, trong dém t6i bao bung, t6i da thay bién la con quai vat hung dir
bao tan, nén téi khdng mudn song lai cAm gidc dé mot lan nao nira.

Mbi lan gia dinh tdi bay dén mot noi nao do trén x& My hay Canada, thudng sé mudn xe lam
ti€p mot chuy&n mini road trip dén céc thanh phd lan cén.

Bay dén Vancouver (Canada) thi sé di qua Seattle, hay Oregon (My), dén Toronto (Canada) thi
di Buffalo, New York, Philadelphia, Atlantic City (My), hoac nguoc mién Pong Canada vé
Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec. Khi bay dén Nam California thi l4i xe qua Las Vegas, Arizona, va
néu bay dén Arlington Texas thi road trips thang tién Dallas, Houston, San Antonia,
Oklahoma, New Orleans. Thgi gian cho mini road-trips thudng tir 5 cho dén 10 tiéng lai xe.

Nhung da cé hai lan, gia dinh t6i ¢6 hai chuy&n Road Trips that sy, dugc tinh bang ngay va
dém. Chuyén dau tién a l&i tr Edmonton xuyén qua % chiéu ngang nudc Canada, vugt qua
céc tinh bang Saskatchewan, Manitoba, dé dén Toronto, Ontario.

Chuyén th hai, ching t6i bay tir Edmonton qua Toronto, roi tir Toronto lai xe xudng Texas (MY)
bang qua céc tiéu bang New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas ...

R4t ti€c thud d6 chua co iphone dé chup nhiéu hinh, livestream va khoe trén Facebook,
nhung tbi c6 video camera ghi lai nhirng khac dudng quan trong, dé lai nhiéu cam xdc. Chung
t6i di tir s6m cho dén t6i mit, dirng tai motel dé tdm rira va ngl, hdm sau lai day di tiép. Khi
qua mdét thanh phé lén, ching t6i vao thang trung tdm thanh phé, &n uéng, dé xang va “cudi
ngua xem hoa” nhirng céng trinh tiéu bi€u nai do.

Ky niém van con day ap, ndo con mua giéng dit doi trén highway Ohio, nao budi breakfast tai
mot quan thén qué bén réo duong ndng trai vung Regina, nao nira dém dirng xe vi con nai
chét doc dudng ving Sault Ste Marie dé vao tiém café Tim Hortons nhd goi canh sat mang
con nai di, ndo nang l4p lanh viing ngoai 6 thanh phé Little Rock, Arkansas c6 nhitng can nha
bé nho, cng rao gb nhieu mau sic vdi nhirng bui hoa nd tuci tAn duédi béng 14 c& My bay phat
phdi trong gid, xinh dep nhu moét khung canh trong cac phim Hollywood.

Déi khi, chi la mét vach da cheo leo gitra hoang vu, cling ggi cho tdi nhirng ndi niém bang quo
nhu nhac si Diéu Huong:

“Em hoi toi phién da co tinh yéu khong

Em hai téi, phién da co linh hon khéng?
Linh hon t6i nay la da soi

Nhung d4 nam, khé dau véi tinh yéu em...”



Nhirng cadm xuc dd, néu bay trén may tang may, sé khong bao gid c6 dugc!

Mot thu vi khac nira, la khi xe chay qua bién gidi hai nudc, luén cho t6i mét cdm xuc bang
khuang la ky. Téi ngdm nhin bén nay rdi bén kia, cach nhau trong gang tdc ma da la nudc
ngoai roi u, dan chung hai bén hai quéc gia & vung bién giéi han la quen thudc, than thién
nhau [dm. Nhiéu lAn ching téi di qua bién gidi gitra Toronto (Canada)- Buffalo (My), hoac
Vancouver (Canada)-Seattle (My) vao gid cao diém thi hang xe dai c4 vai cay sé la chuyén
binh thuong, vi do a gid tan tAm, dan ching di lam viéc & “nudc ngoai” chay vé nha cho kip
gio com t6i. Cac chang/ nang hai quan cuia hai bén My-Canada da s& déu rat dé chiu, thoai
mai, mién minh dirng lam gi ...pham phap.

Nhan day, t6i nhd dén chuyén may anh hai quan dudng hang khong ctia My. Hoi thang 8 nam
2021 t6i phai bay qua Texas gap gap gilta mua dich dé du tang |& clia Ba téi. Tai s4n bay chuan
bi bay qua My, nhan vién hai quan hdi téi qua My cé chuyén chi, t6i tra |Gi, “for my dad's
funeral”, réi 6ng im ldng, mat lanh nhu tién, hon ca méat James Bond, dua lai passport, ngoac
tay ra ddu cho t6i qua. Khi tr& vé Canada, cling cdu hoi dé, cling ciu tra loi d6, chang hai
quan Canada nhin téi &m ap, lich su: "l am sorry to hear that!"

Chi ban bén Uc nghe tdi ké cling “huia” vao gép chuyén: Chi di My nhiéu lan va déu ...rat mét
v&i hai quan My. Lan d6 chi dén Denver dé ski, dng hai quan héi, c6 tir Uc qua My lam g}, da
tui di ski, b&n bén khdng cé chd ski hd, cé chd nhung tai Uc dang mua hé, sao cé hdng doi téi
mua déng, nghe lang xet khdng em, cudi cung cling cho chi qua sau khi hoi mét déng cau
hoi...v6 duyén. Téi bat cudi, ndi vdi chi dy, vay la 6ng hai quan My do c6 mau téu chi ui, dirng
gian 6ng tdi nghiép, va nhd sau mua dai dich cr tiép tuc bay qua Colorado trugt tuyét nghen
chil

Ong x4 t6i dinh cu Canada tir ndm 1977 thi ké rang, hoi dé con “thanh binh”, dan My va
Canada nhu ngudi mét nha, di qua bién gigi (du duong bo hay duong hang khdng) ciia nhau
dé nhu di chg, chi can photo ID & du. Thoi con L& sinh vién Dai Hoc tai thi dé Ottawa, vao
mua Dong, nhirng dip cudi tuan, anh 8y thudng cung ban bé 4i xe qua bién gidi tiéu bang
Maine dé trugt tuyét. Di riét roi quen, cé khi gap dung officers My quen mat, ho nhin thung xe
chat day dung cu skiing va |6 nhé nhém sinh vién mi tet da vang rat dé thuong, la cho qua
ludén, khoi can xem gidy td. C6 & sau vu Sept 11 va BLM, canh sat va hai quan My sg bi "khung
b&" hoac bi "Chi Phéo an va" nén phai lam mat nghiém trang lanh lung dé ...an toan chang?!
Nghe 6ng x4 giai thich, toi cing hét hon gian chang hai quan My cé bd mat James Bond ma toi
da gap!

Trong cac chuyén road trips, t6i thay su khac biét rat ro gitra My va Canada, do la dan My rat
chiu kho treo co trudc nha, céac ndi business, cong sd, sudt doan duong xuyén qudc gia, toi
dém khéng xué nhirng la c& My ma ngudi dan han rat say mé va yéu quy ldm. Con bén
Canada c0 thua thét hon, doc dudng xa 16, thinh thoang qua cac néng trai, xi nghiép, hay khu
nha dan, lac dac mdi thdy co La Phong. Hau nhu chi cé mot ngay dan Canada dugc thay cd
bay rgp troi dé & ngay Quoc Khanh (Canada Day), con bén My thi ho treo c& bat ci noi dau



ma chang can ly do.

T6i chang hiéu vi sao, bén hoéi bac Gu Gb thi that thu vi khi cé ngay mot tiéu dé “Why
American are so crazy about the flag”! Thi ra chuyén dan My “dién cudng” vé la co ctia ho la
cé that. Theo théng ké, hang nam c6 150 triéu 4 co My véi du sizes l&n nho dugc ban ra. Ho
tu hao vdi “la cd dep nhéat thé gidgi” c613 soc va 50 ngdi sao clia 50 tiéu bang, 1a biéu tuong
cuia su hoa hap, gan két, tao nén siic manh tuyét vdi ctia United State, nén ho “dién cudng”
treo cd tr thanh thi t&i thén qué, trén mai nha, bén ngon céy, bén clra xe, dudi garage, sau
vuon nha, ngay cé trén nén mi, 4o quan va gidy dép... néi chung, di bat c& noi dau trén dat
My déu dé dang nhin thay Old Glory.

R6i t6i cling td mo, hoi bac Gu Go tai sao dan Ca Na Dién hong khodi treo cd, két qua cling
khé bat ngd va ...kha budn! Khdng phai riéng tdi, ma da tirng c6 nhiéu ngudi cling da néu thac
mac d6, ho con dan ching bén xit My lang gieéng ngudi ta mé cd clia nudc ngudi ta lAm kia.
Thé la mét sé ngudi nhay ra phan phao: Chang ta yéu nudc yéu la co tir trong day tim, ché
khong can phai “show off” nhu ...ai kia! C6 ké con la lén: tai sao phai ...giong My !!! Tham chi,
doi lan noi quéc hdi, mot sé nha chinh khach cling van déng phong trao treo cd, nhung dan
chung van hitng hd, ho bao ho van “proud to be Canadian”, tw hdo véi C& L4 Phong trong céc
dai hdi Olympic, Stanley Cup, Canada Day, va nhat dinh khi di du lich qua Chau Au ho ludn
mang theo & c& nho nai hanh ly dé hai quan bén doé dirng tudng ho la ...dan My, ghé chua! Ai
bao dan Ca Na Dién hién nira khong na?

Nhé& héi mua dai dich con cang thang, khi mai bat dau ruc rich cé vaccine, chinh pht My
khong cho phép hang Pfizer xuat vaccine truc ti€ép qua Canada ma Canada phai di dudng
vong qua Chau Au méi mua dugc vaccine cho dan chung. Bira dé t6i di chg Viét Nam nghe
may ngudi quen dirng ndi chuyén rdn rang ngay ctra chg, ché trach My choi xau véi nudc lang
giéng, dén lic séng con mdi biét da biét vang. Mot chu két luan:

- T4m lai, tui My choi ...hdng dzd! Luc t6i ltra tt dén cd nhau ma cu x¥ vy sao? Cé chay nha
mai Loi mat chuot.

T6i nglra miéng gop y:

- Thi chinh phu My phai lo cho dan ho trudc ch, ho cé hon 300 triéu dan, trong khi x& minh
dat rong ngudi thua, chi khoang xap xi 38 triéu...
N6i chua hét cdu déa bi ca dam nhao nhao &én phan céng:

- C6 bi bua mé thudc i gi ma lic nao clng bénh vuc My vay?

Thiét tinh, than t6i “mot kiéng hai qué”, dirng gilta “hai phe”, nhiéu luc cling kho x¥ lAm 4! Toi
dau dam dé thém dau vao lira, khi ho dang ndi sung vi chua nam trong danh sach chich
vaccine. Ai néi “Canada x lanh tinh ndng” thi t6i chiu, chd néi dan Canada ...hién thi chua
chéc, t6i bén xudng giong vui vé:



- Céc bac thir nghi xem, néu nha bac c6 déng con, bac phai lo cho chiing no du thi méi nghi
dén chuyén gilp nguodi khac, phai khong nao? Hon nira, khi biét ngudi hang xém cling kha gia,
con cai thua thét vai méng, véi kha nang tai chanh doi dao, chi la phai mua hang ...xa mét
chut, lau hon mét chat, ch& dau phai thdy ngudi hang xdm nghéo mat rép, sap tat thd ma ho
khong ra tay giup, lic d6 khdi can cac bac rd ré, em sé cé mat hang dau di biéu tinh ...chdng
My!

Chuyén huc hac “tham lang” gilra ngudi Canada goc Viét va ngudi My goc Viét, khong phai la
khoéng cé, bira ndo qudn tdi sé viét hau quy vi, ké ca chuyén “dé qudc My” tirng hdm he ...xam
lAng d&t nudc Canada hién hoa dep xinh mdt thud xa lc xa lo nira kia!

Va chuyé&n mot s6 ngudi ban xi* My va Canada khong va nhau, la c6 that, bat dia con cé lic
x6 nhau, huéng gi tinh hang xdm lang giéng. Nhung may thay, dé chi la thiéu s6 khéng dang
Ké.

Khi ndo cé ...chién tranh My-Canada thi lic 8y toi sé khai thac dé tai nay, con hién nay, da sé
dan hai bén déu vui vé than thién, “tinh thuong mén thuong” lAn nhau, ciing nhau gin gilt hoa

binh khu vuc, thi dai gi ma dung vao “6 kién lira”, dé ...xa nhau ldm a!!

Edmonton, Thang 2/2022

Kim Loan

Kinh m&i doc thém nhirng bai khac cua tac gia tai:
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